






















































































BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

 
February 22, 2019 

 
 
Item F.5. Northwestern State University’s request for approval of a Master of Science in 

Computer Information Systems.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Northwestern State University (NSU) requests approval to offer a Master of Science 
(M.S.) in Computer Information Systems (CIS).  The Letter of Intent was approved by the Board 
of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System in August 2017 with subsequent approval 
granted by the Board of Regents in March 2018.  In accordance with Regents’ Academic Affairs 
Policy 2.05, the graduate-level program proposal was reviewed by an external consultant.  Dr. 
Lee Freeman, Associate Professor of Information Systems Management, University of Michigan 
– Dearborn, conducted an extensive review of the proposed program concept and shared 
feedback that would strengthen the program offering.  The University made modifications to the 
proposed program based on input provided by Dr. Freeman. 
 

The proposed graduate program was designed to provide students the opportunity to 
understand and apply different topics within the CIS field.  The goal is for students to gain an in-
depth knowledge of concepts within different CIS areas (Cyber Security, Database 
Administration and Data Mining, Networking, Programming, Project Management, and Software 
Applications); learn how these topics relate to the success of organizations; and learn how to 
implement changes to advance an organization’s mission.  The 33 credit-hour program, to be 
delivered 100% online, will consist of nine required courses and two elective courses that will 
allow students to select a focus area most pertinent to their career goals.  Finally, students will 
show mastery of information technology concepts through a research project or thesis.   
 

Information systems are integral components to the success of business, government, and 
other organizations.  To be successful, these organizations must either build or purchase 
information systems components, which require knowledgeable information systems staff to 
build or choose systems that advance organizational goals.  The need for a master’s degree in 
MIS stems from the current and expected demands for baccalaureate degrees in information 
systems.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that three of the top ten largest areas of growth 
(based on projected job openings through 2024 requiring a baccalaureate degree) are related to 
the information systems field.  In addition, the Louisiana Workforce Commission (May 2017) 
listed over 1,200 5-star ranked open positions in CIS related fields (CIS Managers, Computer 
Programmers, Computer Systems Analysts, Network & Computer Systems Administrators, etc.).  
The proposed MS in CIS will help fulfill the demand in two primary ways.  First, students who 
earned an undergraduate degree in this field of study can further their education to increase 
current information systems skills while developing new skills.  Second, students without an 
information systems degree will have a pathway to develop new skills to change to an 
occupation with a higher salary and a larger number of job prospects.   
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While there are a number of master’s programs in this area of study offered by public 
universities in Louisiana, none offer the program online like NSU proposes.  By offering the 
degree online, NSU will be able to reach working adults or place-bound individuals who cannot 
attend a traditional campus environment.  In addition, many of the programs currently offered are 
focused on a specific aspect of information systems (i.e., Cyber Security) while the NSU degree 
will have a broader focus.  A graduate degree of this nature will appeal to a larger audience 
seeking advanced information systems skills.   
 

Student interest/demand will likely come from recent graduates of CIS related fields; 
recent graduates of other baccalaureate programs; and employed individuals who have a 
baccalaureate degree and are seeking expanded skill sets.  The B.S. in CIS offered by NSU has 
grown from 120 students to over 300 students with a 3-year completer average of 31.  This 
growing undergraduate program will serve as a strong pipeline for the proposed graduate 
program.  In spring 2018 a survey was conducted to gauge existing student interest with results 
indicating substantial interest in the proposed M.S. in CIS.  The University projects an initial 
enrollment of 28 students in YR1 with that number increasing to 83 by YR5.   
 

The main cost of the proposed program is two new faculty member and four graduate 
assistantships.  The University plans to increase the number of graduate assistantships each year 
by one during the first four years of program implementation.  The University is committed to 
funding the costs of the proposed program through tuition and fees as well as cover any shortfalls 
from existing funds during the establishment of the program.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Northwestern State University’s request for 
approval of a Master of Science in Computer Information Systems.  
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