BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM
ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
October 22, 2020

Item E.1.

Northwestern State University’s request for approval of an Undergraduate
Certificate in Remote Systems Science and Technology.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Northwestern State University (NSU) is requesting approval to offer an Undergraduate
Certificate in Remote Systems Science and Technology (RSST UC). The use of aerial remote
systems, popularly referred to as drones, has expanded rapidly from primary military use to a wide
range of industrial, public, and academic research applications with current and future economic
impact that is measured in the billions of dollars. In addition to aerial platforms, industries with
significant resources offshore, such as the oil and gas industry, are seeing an increase in demand
for the deployment of underwater remote systems and terrestrial remote systems, while not yet as
widely utilized, are seeing increased use in industrial and public safety, agriculture, hotels,
hospitals and retail stores such as Walmart. Because of the widespread applicability of remote
systems science and technology and the increasing demands for skilled operators, the proposed
RSST UC will be an interdepartmental, multidisciplinary effort which can serve as an add-on to
enhance a wide variety of existing undergraduate degree programs.
The proposed 18-hour curriculum consists of purposefully designed new courses (five in
total) and carefully selected existing courses that will prepare students to assess the need for remote
systems in a given situation, to select and employ the appropriate system following all applicable
national, state, and local laws, and to process the data/images acquired by the selected remote
system. All students enrolled in the proposed RSST UC will take twelve hours of specified
required courses (Introduction to Remote Systems Science & Technology; Introduction to
Geographic Information Systems; Introduction to Geographic Information Systems Laboratory;
Remote Systems Science and Technology; and Advanced Remote Systems Science and
Technology) as well as six hours of upper level elective courses designated by their respective
academic departments. The goal of the proposed curriculum is to provide NSU students with a
foundation in aerial, terrestrial, and underwater remote systems applications, operations, and
regulation, with electives to support each student’s major field. Students will acquire instruction
and training in the acquisition and processing of remotely-acquired data for their respective
disciplines. Courses will be delivered in a combination of modalities: traditional (on-site), hybrid,
and online.
The proposed RSST UC will help to address the predicted dramatic increase in the demand
for remote system operations in a wide range of disciplines over the course of the next five years
including, but not limited to, construction, land survey, forestry, wildlife biology, agriculture, law
enforcement, fire and rescue, journalism, filmmaking, photography, computer programming, retail
business, real estate, infrastructure inspection services, and tourism. Letters of support provided
by the Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry, Natchitoches Soil and Water Conservation
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District, and Air Data Solutions clearly establish the fact that the reliance on remote operated
systems will only increase and, as such, there is a need for individuals with knowledge and skill
sets acquired via the proposed RSST UC. Northwestern’s proposed RSST UC will complement
the University of Louisiana at Monroe’s existing Undergraduate Certificate and Bachelor of
Science in Unmanned Aircraft Systems Management which focuses primarily on aviation. The
University will be able to offer the proposed RSST UC at no additional costs; however, demand
would warrant the hiring of an additional adjunct faculty member. Initial industry partners have
expressed interest in assisting the University in that regard as well as providing hands-on learning
opportunities, guest lectures, and other forms of support.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Northwestern State University’s request for
approval to offer Undergraduate Certificate in Remote Systems Science and Technology.

E.1.
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Item E.2.

Southeastern Louisiana University’s request for approval to offer a Bachelor of
Science in Integrated Science and Technology.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Southeastern Louisiana University (SLU) requests approval to offer a Bachelor of Science
in Integrated Science and Technology (BS ISAT). The Letter of Intent was approved by the Board
of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System in August 2018 with subsequent approval
granted by the Louisiana Board of Regents in October 2019.
The proposed program is designed to provide a broad-based, flexible science curriculum
for students whose needs are not fully met by current degree offerings. Departments within the
College of Science and Technology at SLU offer degrees in Biological Sciences, Chemistry,
Computer Science, Engineering Technology, Industrial Technology, Mathematics, Physics and
Occupational Safety Health & Environment. However, some professions are better served by
graduates with more multidisciplinary learning experiences. The proposed BS ISAT will serve as
a flexible STEM degree that can be adapted to fast-changing and diverse science and technologyrelated careers. Such a program will offer students a rigorous, but nimbler alternative to obtain a
STEM degree tailored to individual needs.
The proposed 120-credit-hour curriculum is designed to build a broad understanding of
science and technology along with the practical applications of an integrated science and
technology approach, while using focus areas to build a student’s expertise in particular disciplines
that meet career goals and workforce needs. This will be accomplished through an innovative
curriculum that contains a number of unique features. First and foremost, the proposed program
will include three core ISAT courses. The first two will address a variety of topics related to the
integration of science in technology ranging from ethical and social issues in various fields to
industry trends and career options, and the third will be a supervised internship. These core courses
will be team taught by faculty assigned as ISAT advisors from each participating STEM
department. The curriculum also includes at least 6-8 credit hours in each of the following subject
areas: Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics; and a minimum of 3 hours of Computer
Science. In recognition of the importance of communication skills and reasoning ability, students
will be required to complete Introduction to Public Speaking (COMM 211), Critical Thinking
(PHIL 310), and Technical Writing (ENGL 322). The remaining hours of the curriculum will be
dedicated to electives split between two focus areas chosen from the College of Science and
Technology.
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The impetus behind the development of the proposed program was the realization that the
current individual degrees offered at SLU were not directly compatible with the rapidly changing
needs of the workforce. For example, as technology becomes increasingly integrated into many
facets of society, applicants who are conversant in both a primary field, such as biology or
chemistry, along with computer science, may be at an advantage. According to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Services’ Occupational Outlook Handbook, employment in professional, scientific and
technical services is projected to grow by 34% with employment in management, scientific and
technical consulting services anticipated to expand at “a staggering 83%.” On a local level, a
further need for a program like the one proposed is related to the large number of technology
companies that have moved into the State in recent years, the most exciting example of this being
DXC Technology which intends to hire up to 2,000 new employees in the next five years.
Although a large portion of recruits will be those with a traditional Computer Science degree, DXC
representatives have also expressed interest in hiring graduates with a breadth of experiences and
perspectives so that they are more readily able to respond to rapidly changing demands of their
clients. Having an ISAT degree in place will allow for SLU to respond immediately to the ever
diversified needs of industry as Louisiana attracts more and more high tech companies.
The proposed BS ISAT is unlike any other baccalaureate degree currently available at a
public university in Louisiana. While there is some potential overlap within concentrations that
exists at other universities, there are no existing degree programs that provide a flexible,
multidisciplinary, science-focused degree program such as the one being proposed by SLU. Based
on enrollment growth in degree programs offered in the College of Science and Technology, the
University anticipates the program will annually complete 40 students once established. Cost of
program implementation will be minimal since the proposed program will utilize the talents of
existing faculty, and facilities are more than sufficient. The curriculum will draw from courses
already taught at SLU with only three new courses needing to be developed. A program of this
nature is a natural extension of SLU’s degree inventory; the University offers a Master of Science
in Integrated Science and Technology which completes, on average, five (5) students annually.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Southeastern Louisiana University’s request for
approval to offer a Bachelor of Science in Integrated Science and Technology.

E.2.
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Item E.3.

University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to offer a Ph.D. in
Pharmacology.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) requests approval to offer a Ph.D. in
Pharmacology. Currently, ULM offers a Ph.D. in Pharmacy with areas of specialization in
Medicinal Chemistry, Pharmaceutics, Pharmacology and Toxicology; the Graduate Program was
established in 1967. At this time, ULM would like to take the existing Pharmacology component
and convert it into a Ph.D. program. The faculty and graduate students within this component have
grown and progressed to a level that would best be served by splitting off from the Ph.D. in
Pharmacy and forming a new and separate Ph.D. in Pharmacology. Representatives from ULM
and the University of Louisiana System met with Board of Regents staff on August 10, 2020 to
discuss this concept at which time the need for a Letter of Intent was waived by Regents staff.
The rationale for transforming the Pharmacology component into a stand-alone Ph.D.
program is to better define what is offered at ULM. Candidates who wish to pursue a degree in
Pharmacology often overlook ULM’s program and apply to named programs in Pharmacology.
As such, the name of the current graduate program makes it difficult to attract and recruit high
quality students interested in pursuing doctoral training in Pharmacology. Furthermore, graduates
from ULM’s current graduate program earn a doctoral degree in Pharmacy and this degree title
does not spotlight their training and expertise in Pharmacology. Therefore, current students have
a more difficult time seeking and obtaining employment in their areas of expertise because their
degree does not highlight training received in Pharmacology. The graduate faculty in the ULM
College of Pharmacy strongly believe that the formation of a new and separate doctoral program
in Pharmacology will stimulate academic growth and research that will better serve faculty,
students, and graduates.
During the past seven years, 55 students earned a Ph.D. in Pharmacy from ULM. Of those
55 Ph.D. graduates, 26 were trained by graduate faculty with a research focus in Pharmacology;
the remaining 29 graduates were trained by graduate faculty in Medicinal Chemistry,
Pharmaceutics and Toxicology. These completer numbers demonstrate that dividing the current
Ph.D. in Pharmacy into two separate programs (Ph.D. in Pharmacy and Ph.D. in Pharmacology)
would result in the creation of two viable programs. Both would produce the number of graduates
that would far exceed the minimum required by the Louisiana Board of Regents (average of two
Ph.D. degrees/year). Also, the expectation is that establishing Pharmacology as a separate degree
will result in an increase in enrollment since potential applicants often overlook ULM because
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there is the impression that the Ph.D. in Pharmacy is primarily focused on clinical pharmacy.
Proper visibility and labeling will enhance graduate student recruitment and application
submission thereby increasing the number of superior graduate students applying to the proposed
Ph.D. program and ultimately promoting growth and productivity.
At present, there are two Ph.D. programs in Pharmacology that are offered by LSU Health
Science Centers in Shreveport and New Orleans. The program offered by LSUHSC-S is a Ph.D.
in Pharmacology, Toxicology and Neuroscience (3 yr avg = 1.6). This program primarily focuses
on the areas of autonomic pharmacology, clinical pharmacology, neuropharmacology, toxicology
and psychopharmacology. The program offered by LSUHSC-NO is a Ph.D. in Pharmacology with
a focus in neuroscience and cardiovascular disease (3 yr avg = 3). The Ph.D. in Pharmacology
proposed by ULM is distinctly different than the two existing programs because it would be based
in a College of Pharmacy. In addition, the main focus areas of ULM faculty involved in
Pharmacology include cancer research, diabetes, cardiovascular disease and drug discovery. The
Ph.D. program proposed by ULM would complement the Pharmacology programs offered by
LSUHSC-S and LSUHSC-NO and there is already research collaboration between the three
institutions. It is also important to keep in mind that ULM is already providing teaching and
research in Pharmacology but as an area of focus within the Ph.D. in Pharmacy; what is being
requested is to morph the focus area into its own program. And, this can be accomplished at no
additional cost to the University since current faculty will support the proposed program, graduate
student assistantships are already available and existing facilities and equipment are sufficient.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request
for approval to offer a Ph.D. in Pharmacology.
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Item E.4.

University of New Orleans’ request to award an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters
to Mr. Harry Shearer at the Fall 2020 Commencement Exercises.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The University of New Orleans (UNO) requests approval to award an Honorary Doctorate of
Humane Letters to Mr. Harry Shearer during the University’s Fall 2020 commencement ceremony. Mr.
Shearer is a highly acclaimed comedian, actor, voice-over actor, filmmaker, broadcaster, and author with
a decades-long connection to New Orleans. He earned his undergraduate degree in Political Science
from UCLA and attended graduate school at Harvard University. Mr. Shearer’s career in television and
film began at the age of ten, appearing in Abbott and Costello Go to Mars. During his career he has
appeared in several films and television series, including Saturday Night Live and This is Spinal Tap.
Mr. Shearer’s longest tenure has been as one of the main voice actors in The Simpsons, in which he is
the voice of Ned Flanders and 20 other characters. He has been a cast member for all 31 years of the
show’s run. Mr. Shearer received a primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Character Voice-Over
Performance in 2014 for The Simpsons; he also received Emmy nominations as a writer for his work on
America 2Night (1978) and Saturday Night Live (1980).
In addition to his work in film and television, Mr. Shearer is the host of the radio show and
podcast, Le Show, which is heard on stations across the country and around the world. The program is
distributed nationally by WWNO, the New Orleans public radio station that is located on UNO’s campus.
When Mr. Shearer is in New Orleans (he has had a residence in the city for over 30 years), he records
Le Show at WWNO’s studios on the University’s campus. In 2010 Mr. Shearer wrote and directed the
film documentary The Big Uneasy, which addressed the impact of Hurricane Katrina, including the levee
failures and flooding in metropolitan New Orleans. The film was selected for several film festivals and
won both The Golden Eagle Award and the Visionary Award at the DC Independent Film Festival.
The University would like to recognize Mr. Shearer’s remarkable achievements in film,
television, and radio as well as his longtime advocacy for New Orleans and UNO. He is an outstanding
artist who has been involved in groundbreaking work and who has demonstrated a deep attachment to
and understanding of the city and its people. As such, the University of New Orleans would like to
honor Mr. Shearer by awarding him an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the University of
Louisiana System hereby approves the University of New Orleans’ request to award an Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters to Mr. Harry Shearer at the Fall 2020 Commencement Exercises.

E.4.

