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Item H.7. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to apply to the Federal 

Government for acquisition of, and to acquire at a 100% discount, certain land and 
buildings owned by the United States of America and operated and maintained by 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s New Iberia Research Center, as 
authorized by La. R.S. 17:3351.  

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 The United States of America, through the federal National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
owns a 28.852-acre tract in Iberia Parish, Louisiana, shown on the survey plat and aerial 
photograph attached hereto, and the buildings thereon.  The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
New Iberia Research Center currently operates and maintains the property pursuant to a License 
for Use of Real Property from NIH dated September 20, 1999.  The Center uses the property for 
scientific research conducted or sponsored by the NIH and other Federal agencies, and for health-
related programs and educational and research activities.  
 
 The NIH has determined that it has no need for the property, and has therefore turned it 
over to the federal General Services Administration (GSA) for disposal.  Provided that no other 
federal agency asserts a need for the property by December 1, 2021, the property will be made 
available to state and local public entities.  At that time, the University will be eligible to apply to 
GSA through the federal Department of Health & Human Services and the federal Department of 
Education to acquire the property at a 100% discount, because the Center will continue to use the 
property for public health and educational purposes.  
 
 The University requests Board approval to apply to the GSA for acquisition of the property, 
and to acquire it, at a 100% discount.  The Center already maintains the property, and has done so 
for more than 20 years, so no additional cost is anticipated as a result of the University acquiring 
ownership of the property.   
 
 Additionally, the application process requires the Board to pass a specific resolution 
included in the application packet, authorizing a charge of retransfer of the property back to the 
federal government if it is not used for public health or educational purposes.  This resolution is 
attached. 
 
 Timing of this approval is critical to allow the University to apply to acquire the property 
at a 100% discount, as the GSA advises that the University will have only a 30-day window of 
time to do so before GSA makes it available to the general public for purchase, and that this 
window is expected to commence shortly after December 1, 2021. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request 
for approval to apply to the Federal Government for acquisition of, and to acquire at a 100% 
discount, certain land and buildings owned by the United States of America and operated and 
maintained by the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s New Iberia Research Center, as 
authorized by La. R.S. 17:3351.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the University of Louisiana at Lafayette shall obtain 

final review from UL System staff, legal counsel, and shall secure all other appropriate approvals 
from agencies/parties of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to execution 
of documents for acquisition of the property. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette or his or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all 
documents associated with said application and acquisition on behalf of the Board. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the University of 

Louisiana System approves the attached Resolution to Acquire and Retransfer Property 
specifically required by the Federal Government to be approved by the Board in connection with 
said application and acquisition on behalf of the Board. 

 
AND FURTHER, that the University of Louisiana at Lafayette shall provide the System 

office with copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 



H.7.
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Item H.8. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to amend its Five-

Year Capital Outlay submission to include Planning & Construction for four 
projects. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 The University is requesting Board approval to amend its Five-Year Capital Outlay 
submission in August of 2021 by adding four projects to the submission. During August 2021, the 
University was singularly focused on vaccination and testing efforts to combat the raging Delta 
variant of the Coronavirus on the campus, in communities, and across all higher education 
institutions in Louisiana. There was no opportunity to define strategic long-term institutional 
priorities; as such, the Capital Outlay Plan in August 2021 only included continuing projects for 
first year funding. These new four projects represent significant strategic priorities of the 
University’s academic and research missions in the areas of life sciences, workforce and economic 
development, and biomedical research for future pandemic preparedness. The original plan 
submission did not include the following projects: 
 
Project 1: The NIRC BSL-3 Lab and Animal Housing Planning & Construction 
 
 UL Lafayette and the New Iberia Research Center is a BioSafety Level 2 Research Facility 
that has over 9,400 Non-Human Primates (NHPs) that are invaluable in the current pandemic, and 
many other National Institute of Health (NIH) and pharmaceutical company research programs. 
The NIH recently approved over $3.5M in funds for the construction of new primate housing at 
the NIRC.  Recent conversations with Federal Agencies, pharmaceutical client companies, and 
State leaders have resulted in a renewed interest to capitalize on the recent successes and funding 
to accomplish this mission. One of the delays in getting the COVID-19 vaccination ready for the 
world was having to transport NIRC-vaccinated NHPs to other facilities for the pre-clinical testing 
of the vaccines.  Having a BSL-3 Lab and facilities associated with the NIRC could have reduced 
the development and approval of one of the vaccines by three months, which would have likely 
saved many lives. The closest BSL-3 labs are in other states competing for federal and private 
research funds and projects. The cost of this project is estimated at $24,600,000. 
  
Project 2: NIRC Iberia BioInnovation Accelerator GMP CDMO Planning & Construction 
 

This will create a Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP)-certified manufacturing facility 
as a Contract Drug Manufacturing Organization (CDMO) to meet the current national security risk 
issue of reliance on foreign pharmaceutical manufacturing.  The proposed CDMO will leverage 
NIRC’s clients; it will be the only of its kind connected to a BSL-3 facility in the U.S.  As this 
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project became more of a possibility, the University and local officials have identified the value of 
combining the nationally recognized facility with 30 plus year relationships, New Iberia Research 
Center, with the Louisiana petrochemical industry to create the only (GMP) recognized Contract 
Drug Manufacturing Organization in Louisiana.  This project is also taking advantage of New 
Iberia Economic Development District land being donated and infrastructure improvements being 
put into place for utilities and very high-speed fiber optics communication and connectivity 
currently being built out. The cost of this project is estimated at $25,400,000. 
 
Project 3: UL/LSU Health Sciences Education Collaboration Building 

 
 This is a project anticipated to add 35,000 square feet of health sciences education training 
facilities in collaboration with LSUHSC mirroring a program and facility at Our Lady of the Lake 
in Baton Rouge that is used by LSUHSC entities to provide training and services to Louisiana 
students and citizens. The Our Lady of Lourdes property located adjacent to UL Lafayette’s main 
campus is in the process of being acquired by UL Lafayette. There is a need for additional medical 
education programs and facilities in Louisiana. This project will help alleviate the shortage and 
will complement the new nursing education facility currently planned for this site. Significant 
infrastructure including medical office buildings (MOB) and parking garages remain on the site. 
The project is for acquisition, new construction, and renovation of existing facilities. The cost of 
this project is estimated at $35,000,000. 
 
Project 4: UL Lafayette Learning Lab 

 
This is a project to renovate, rebuild, and expand the Federal National Marine Fisheries 

Building located on the University Commons property. That building will revert to UL Lafayette 
property once the Federal Agencies move out.  As the largest producer of teachers for Louisiana 
classrooms, the UL Lafayette College of Education is reimagining teacher preparation by 
embedding a demonstration lab school showcasing and immersing future Louisiana teachers in 
innovative teaching and learning that breaks the mold of traditional schooling. The UL Lafayette 
Learning Lab and Collective is an initiative led by a team of faculty across all departments within 
the College of Education at UL Lafayette. The laboratory school will provide a living model of 
research-based, globally-inspired best practice in teaching and learning to immerse UL Lafayette 
education majors in a school culture encouraging inquiry, innovation, and growth. It will provide 
new research opportunities to the University’s 653 undergraduates, 278 Masters, and 128 doctoral 
students in the COE, as well as interdisciplinary research across campus. The project entails 
renovating current building space and adding new buildings and space. This will create a new 
Learning Lab School with up to 100,000 square feet of K-8 and High School Educational 
Resources.  The cost of this project is estimated at $35,000,000. 
 
 The Electronic Capital Outlay Request Tracking System (eCORTS) documents were 
submitted and processed before the deadline of November 1 for all four projects.   
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for 
approval to amend its Five-Year Capital Outlay submission to include Planning & Construction 
for four projects. 



H.8.
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Item H.9. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval for the naming of the 

Head Track and Field Coach Office in Brown Stadium to “Charles H. (Charlie Mc) 
McDonald,” and allow for other naming opportunities in the future for Brown 
Stadium. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval for the naming of the Head Track and Field Coach 
Office in Brown Stadium to “Charles H. (Charlie Mc) McDonald.”  Charles H. McDonald arrived 
on the North Louisiana State College (NLSC) campus as a student in 1960.  From 1960-65, he was 
a member of the NLSC Track Team along with 3 world record holders (Dave and Don Styrom and 
John Pernell). He was also a member of the Student Government Association and the Health and 
Physical Education Association. Charles and Kay McDonald met on the NLSC campus in 1968.  
 

Between 1968 and his retirement in 2002, he served as the Coordinator of Student 
Activities, the Director of Student Development, Dean for Student Affairs, Advisor for the Union 
Board, and Advisor for the SGA. He and Kay have supported the University with monetary gifts 
as well as “sweat equity.”  Neither hesitate to help in any way possible when it comes to promoting 
the university.  
 

To limit agenda itemization and Board voting time in the future, the University is also 
requesting approval of other naming opportunities for Brown Stadium.  Once commitments to 
name the remaining areas are obtained, the University will provide a report only to the Board 
versus requiring agenda items for each naming to be approved. 
 

Enclosed is a schematic of Brown Stadium’s floor plan with naming values assigned to the 
various areas.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 

University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for 
approval for the naming of the Head Track and Field Coach Office in Brown Stadium to “Charles 
H. (Charlie Mc) McDonald,” and allow for other naming opportunities in the future for Brown 
Stadium. 



H.9.
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Item H.10. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval of naming 

commitments received for the Wally Jones Golf Complex that provided 
construction funding for this state-of-the-art facility, and allow for one other 
naming opportunity in the future. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval of naming commitments received for the Wally 
Jones Golf Complex that provided construction funding for this state-of-the-art facility.   
 

Each named donor is a leader in the north Louisiana community with long term support of 
the University through advocacy, service on affiliate Boards, participation in academic and athletic 
events and their financial contributions.  But most of all, these donors have contributed to the golf 
van fundraisers, golf tournaments, and the golf classic leader program at ULM. 
 

To limit agenda itemization and Board voting time in the future, the University is also 
requesting approval of other naming opportunities for the Wally Jones Golf Complex. Once the 
remaining commitment is obtained, the University will provide a report only to the Board. 
 

Enclosed is a schematic of the Wally Jones Golf Complex floor plan with the naming 
commitments received and the final potential naming area.    
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 

University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for 
approval of naming commitments received for the Wally Jones Golf Complex that provided 
construction funding for this state-of-the-art facility, and allow for one other naming opportunity 
in the future. 



H.10.
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Item H.11. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval of naming 

commitments received for the Stangier-Young Leadership Center that provided 
construction funding for this state-of-the-art facility, and allow for other naming 
opportunities in the future. 

 
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval of naming commitments received in the Stangier-
Young Leadership Center that provided construction funding for this state-of-the-art facility.   
 

Each named donor has an active love of the softball sport, and/or a family member who is 
active in the sport of softball, and/or an active desire to support the ULM Women’s Softball 
program.  But most of all, these donors have contributed to the softball fundraisers, cheering the 
players on during softball games and tournaments, and joined the softball membership club at 
ULM. 
 

To limit agenda itemization and Board voting time in the future, the University is also 
requesting approval of other naming opportunities for the Stangier-Young Leadership Center. 
Once commitments to name the remaining areas are obtained, the University will provide a report 
only to the Board versus requiring agenda items for each naming to be approved. 
 

Enclosed is a schematic of the Stangier-Young Leadership Center’s floor plan with naming 
commitments received and assigned to the various areas, both inside and outside the Center.    
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 

University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for 
approval of naming commitments received in the Stangier-Young Leadership Center, and allow 
for other naming opportunities in the future. 



H.11.
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Item H.12. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s update on naming opportunities for the 

Laird Weems Center. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

On October 26, 2017, the Board of Supervisors approved ULM’s request for approval to 
name the new Foundation and Alumni Building the “Laird Weems Center” and allow for other 
naming opportunities in the future.  The University wanted to update the Board on the namings to 
date, which has been provided in the attached listing. 

 
This is a report only and no action by the Board is necessary. 
 



H.12.
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