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Item G.1. Nicholls State University’s request for approval to award an Honorary Doctorate 

of Science to Mr. Windell A. Curole at the Fall 2021 Commencement Exercises. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Nicholls State University (Nicholls) requests approval to award an Honorary Doctorate of 
Science to Mr. Windell A. Curole at the Fall 2021 Commencement Exercises.  Mr. Curole is a 
native of Louisiana and grew up on the waters of Bayou Lafourche.  In 1974, Mr. Curole earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from Nicholls and later earned a teaching certificate (1976).  Upon 
degree completion, the Nicholls alumnus went on to achieve over 45 years of leadership experience 
in areas of hurricane protection and readiness, levee engineering and management, and coastal 
issues. 
 

Serving as General Manager/Executive Secretary for the South Lafourche Levee District 
since 1980, Mr. Curole’s efforts in overseeing design, construction, improvements, and 
maintenance of the South Lafourche levee system for many decades has saved thousands of lives 
and hundreds of millions of dollars in flood damage and remediation.  The success of the levee 
system, together with Mr. Curole’s life-long advocacy for coastal protection and community 
safety, is widely known to state and national organizations.  Mr. Curole has been recognized twice 
by the National Hurricane Conference for his leadership in this arena.  He has served as Chairman 
of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, President of the Lafourche Chamber of 
Commerce, President of the Louisiana Floodplain Management Association, as well as a member 
of such critical entities as the FEMA National Hurricane Mitigation Task Force, the National 
Association of State Floodplain Managers, the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, 
Coastal Zone Management, and the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Coastal Protection, 
Restoration and Conservation. Beyond the achievements noted, Mr. Curole was also the visionary 
of the 100-year memorial of the Great Cheniere Hurricane of 1893, which manifested as a regional 
festival that attracted nearly 10,000 visitors from around the world to South Lafourche 
communities in 1993; for the grass-roots cultural organization that emerged – the Cheniere 
Hurricane Centennial – he has served as its only President for 28 years.   
 

Mr. Curole has been a tireless advocate for protecting the homes and livelihoods of the 
people of Lafourche Parish, which serves as home to the majority of Nicholls students, from floods 
and storms.  He has overseen the collection of tens of thousands of historical photographs and 
other artifacts that have been shared with and are now collected at the Archives and Special 
Collections at Nicholls.  And, Mr. Curole has served as a lecturer on multiple occasions at Nicholls, 
including the Jubilee Festival and courses associated with the M.S. in Marine and Environmental 
Biology Program.  In recognition of all that he has accomplished, as well as support provided to 
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his alma mater and the region it serves, Nicholls would like to bestow an Honorary Doctorate of 
Science to Mr. Windell A. Curole.   
 
 
 RECOMMENDATION  

 
It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 

University of Louisiana System hereby approves Nicholls State University’s request for approval 
to award an Honorary Doctorate of Science to Mr. Windell A. Curole at the Fall 2021 
Commencement Exercises.   



Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

October 7, 2021 Via Electronic Transmittal Only 

Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Dear Dr. Henderson: 

Nicholls State University requests consideration and approval of the following to be placed on the agenda 
for the October 28, 2021 meeting of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System: 

Honorary Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) to Mr. Windell A. Curole 
at the Fall 2021 Commencement Ceremony.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Clune 
President 

JC/apf 
Enclosures 
c:   Dr. Sue Westbrook, Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs 
      Mr. Terry Braud, Vice President for Finance & Administration 
      Mr. Jonathan Terrell, Athletic Director 
      Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President for Student Affairs  
      Dr. Todd Keller, Vice Provost 
      Mr. Steven Kenney, Assistant Vice President for Human Resources, CDIO & Title IX Coordinator 
      Ms. Paulette Mayon, Internal Auditor 
      Ms. Claire Bourgeois, Faculty Senate President 
      Ms. Renee Hicks, Assistant Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness Access & Success  
      Ms. Monique Crochet, Executive Director of External Affairs 

A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

G.1.



Nicholls State University
ProvostNice President for Academic Affairs
eo. Box2002 I Thibodaux, LA70310 I 985.448.4011 1985.448.4026 [F]

TO: Dr. Jay Clune President

FROM: Dr. Sue Westbrook ~ W~
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

DATE: October 6,2021

RE: Honorary Doctorate Recommendation

A meeting of the Honorary Degree Committee was held on October 4,2021
and they voted to recommend Mr. Windell A. Curole for an Honorary
Doctor of Science (D. Sc.) at the Fall 2021 Commencement.

A copy of the Committee's action is attached along with the policy for
awarding Honorary Degrees.

A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM





  

 
 
 
 

30 September 2001 
 
 

 
Dear Selection Committee: 
 
I hereby nominate Windell A. Curole for the Honorary Doctor of Science (D. Sc.) from Nicholls State University. 
 
In the aftermath of the recent Hurricane Ida, it is abundantly clear that Mr. Curole’s intelligent and practical efforts in 
overseeing design, construction, improvements, and maintenance of the South Lafourche levee system for the past four 
decades has saved thousands of lives and hundreds of millions of dollars in flood damage and remediation.  The success 
of this levee system, together with Mr. Curole’s life-long advocacy for coastal protection and community safety, is 
widely known to state and national organizations. 
 
In his years of leadership in hurricane protection and readiness, levee engineering and management, and coastal 
community issues, Mr. Curole has been recognized twice by the National Hurricane Conference.  He has served as 
Chairman of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, President of the Lafourche Chamber of Commerce, 
President of the Louisiana Floodplain Management Association, and as a member of important entities managing 
coastal issues, including the FEMA National Hurricane Mitigation Task Force, National Association of State Floodplain 
Managers, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Coastal Zone Management, and the Governor’s Advisory 
Commission on Coastal Protection, Restoration and Conservation.   
 
Beyond these professional achievements, Mr. Curole was also the visionary of the 100-year memorial of the Great 
Cheniere Hurricane of 1893, which manifested as a regional festival that attracted nearly 10,000 visitors from around 
the world to South Lafourche communities in 1993.  For the grass-roots cultural organization that emerged—the 
Cheniere Hurricane Centennial—he has served as its only President for 28 years now.  For these efforts, he was named 
South Lafourche Citizen of the Year in 1994 and was selected as a member of the Louisiana Bicentennial Commission. 
 
Mr. Curole’s tireless advocacy for coastal protection and local communities makes him a well-respected and popular 
citizen of Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes, the Nicholls service region, and the state.  His life-long effort in ensuring 
the safety of communities the south Lafourche area through levee protection is widely recognized at both state and 
national levels as a model success.  He is an alumnus of Nicholls alumnus, earning the B.S. in Biology in 1974.  Since 
then he has supported Nicholls on multiple occasions, serving as guest lecturer for our undergraduate and graduate 
biology programs as well as the Jubilee Festival of Arts and Humanities and as donor of historical artifacts from the 
Cheniere Hurricane Centennial to the Archives and Special Collections.   
 
Mr. Curole tirelessly represents the inarguable practicality of local levee protection sometimes against the concepts of 
engineers, professors, the Corps, and state and national officials.  But all know and respect his clear-thinking and 
immense knowledge of these issues.  Surely, Mr. Curole’s lifetime work and wealth of practical knowledge and 
experience in the field is surely worth is holding the doctorate.   
 
I give Mr. Curole’s nomination my highest support and without reservation, and I urge you to join me in giving him 
your highest regard. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
John P. Doucet, Ph.D. 
Dean 

College of Sciences & Technology 
 

Office of the Dean 

P.O. Box 2020 

Thibodaux, LA 70310 

985.448.4386 
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NICHOLLS STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
 

Nomination for the award of an Honorary Degree 
 
The Honorary Doctorate is the highest form of recognition offered by Nicholls State 
University and is awarded for demonstrated excellence in the fields of public affairs, the 
sciences, arts, humanities, business, and philanthropy.  Recipients of Honorary 
Doctorates must be distinguished, with achievements both relevant and appropriate to 
the University.  Eligibility for nomination is restricted to persons of state, national or 
international stature.  Nominees who have made extraordinary contributions to the 
University will be welcomed, but must also have made significant contributions beyond 
the University and its local region.  Notwithstanding this policy, the Honorary Doctor of 
Letters may be awarded as recognition for exemplary and distinguished community 
service, including service to Nicholls State University.  Nominees shall not be current 
members of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System, employees 
of the University, or individuals who have direct political, legal or budgetary authority 
over the University.  (For the full policy, see Policy 5.7.12. Honorary Degrees.) 
 
1. Name of nominee: Windell A. Curole 
 
2.         Professional title:  General Manager/Executive Secretary, South 

Lafourche Levee District 
 
3. Name of nominator: John P. Doucet 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please provide the information requested below.  Attach additional sheets if required: 
 
4. Describe the nominee’s achievements: 
 
Windell has accrued over 45 years of leadership experience in areas of hurricane 
protection and readiness, levee engineering and management, and coastal issues.  
His efforts have been recognized with multiple distinguished awards by the 
National Hurricane Conference and the community.  He has served as Chairman of 
the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, President of the Lafourche 
Chamber of Commerce, President of the Louisiana Floodplain Management 
Association, and as a member of important entities including various coastal zone 
management organizations, FEMA National Hurricane Mitigation Task Force, 
National Association of State Floodplain Managers, Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority, and the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Coastal 
Protection, Restoration and Conservation.  Beyond these professional 
achievements, Windell was also the visionary of the 100-year memorial of the 
Great Cheniere Hurricane of 1893, which manifested as a regional festival that 
attracted nearly 10,000 visitors from around the world to South Lafourche 
communities in 1993; for the grass-roots cultural organization that emerged—the 
Cheniere Hurricane Centennial—he has served as its only President for 28 years 
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now.  For these efforts, he was named South Lafourche Citizen of the Year in 1994 
and was selected as a member of the Louisiana Bicentennial Commission. 
 
5. Explain the humanitarian value or contribution to society of the nominee. 
 
Windell’s tireless advocacy for coastal protection and local communities makes 
him a well-respected and popular citizen of Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes, 
the Nicholls service region, and the state.  His management of the ring levee 
surrounding the south Lafourche area has directly saved thousands lives and 
hundreds of millions of dollars of flood and storm remediation, as recently 
evidenced by the levee’s success in abating the tidal surge of Hurricane Ida that 
destroyed land and homes outside that levee system.  On behalf of the 
communities, he represents the inarguable practicality of local levee protection 
against the concepts of engineers, the Corps, and state and national officials, who 
all know his clear-thinking and knowledge of these issues.  In addition, his vision 
and organization of the Cheniere Hurricane Centennial of 1993, as well as many 
subsequent events supported by that organization, endeared him to communities 
across Louisiana—home to the hundreds of thousands of descendants of the 
survivors of that disaster—as well as reminding the world of that 2000-casualty 
event which until 1993 appeared in no books and was essentially lost to memory. 
 
6. Explain the relevance of the nominee’s work to Nicholls State University. 
 
Windell is a Nicholls alumnus, earning the B.S. in Biology in 1974, and he returned 
for the next two years to earn a teaching certificate in 1976.  He has been a tireless 
advocate for protecting the homes and livelihoods of the people of Lafourche 
Parish—home to the largest clientele of Nicholls students—from floods and 
storms, and ensuring that their land is properly managed.  As leader of the 
Cheniere Hurricane Centennial, Windell oversaw the collection of tens of 
thousands of historical photographs and other artifacts that have been shared 
with and are now collected at the Archives and Special Collections here at 
Nicholls.  Windell has served as lecturer for multiple occasions at Nicholls, 
including the Jubilee Festival and multiple courses of the M.S. in Marine and 
Environmental Biology Program. 
  
7. Summarize of the honors and distinctions received by the nominee previously, 

including honorary degrees. 
  
 South Lafourche Citizen of the year, 1994; National Hurricane Conference 
Distinguished Service Award, 2000; National Hurricane Conference Special Award, 
1994; appointed to Louisiana Bicentennial Commission.  He is editor-producer of 
five books of artifacts from the Cheniere Hurricane Centennial. 
 
 
8. Indicate, if possible, for the nominee (this may be part of the C.V. in item 11): 
 a.  date of birth  1951  

b.  educational background B.S. Biology, Louisiana Teacher’s Certificate  
c.  employment history   General Manager/Executive Secretary, South 

Lafourche Levee District, for past 40 years.  
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9. Additional comments:   
 
Windell is well-known and well-liked by many people here in the Nicholls service 
region and across Louisiana.  His CV is a humble one, but nonetheless he is a 
humble and tireless servant. 
 
 
10. Contact information for the nominee: 
 
 Name:      Windell A. Curole   
 

Postal address: P.O. Box 158, Cut Off, LA 70345  
 

Phone number: (985) 632-7554  
 

Email address: wcorole@slld.org  
 
 
11. If possible, C.V. and other documents (attach):  
 
Resume and Cover Letter attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
Return the application to Dr. Sue Westbrook, Vice President  

for Academic Affairs, P.O. Box 2002, Thibodaux, LA 70310  

 
 

 

 



WINDELL A.  CUROLE 
POST OFFICE BOX 158 
CUT OFF, LA 70345 
 
TELEPHONE NO. (985) 325-7355 HOME 

(985) 632-7554 OFFICE 
(985) 852-2084 CELL 
(985) 632-7555 BUSINESS FAX 
wcurole@slld.org    

RÉSUMÉ 
  
 
EDUCATION 
▪ Teacher Certification, Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, La. - 1976 
▪ Bachelor of Science in Biology, Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, La. -  May 1974 
▪ Diploma, South Lafourche High School, Galliano, La., -  May 1969 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
▪ South Lafourche Levee District, General Manager/Executive Secretary, 1980 – present 
▪ Director, Lafourche Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness 1993-1998, Assistant Director, 1998 - 2008 
▪ Interim Regional Director, South Lafourche Levee District, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District, and 

North Lafourche Conservation, Levee and Drainage District, 2008 - 2009 
▪ LSU Extension Service; Marine Advisory Agent; St.  Mary, Terrebonne, and Lafourche Parishes; 1976- 1980 
 
EXPERIENCE 
▪ Negotiated and administered cost share agreements and grants on federal, state, and local levels worth 

millions of dollars in several areas (flood related, environmental, and cultural) 
 
ACTIVITIES 
▪ Recipient, The National Hurricane Conference Special Award 1994 
▪ Recipient, The National Hurricane Conference Distinguished Service Award 2000 
▪ President, Cheniere Hurricane Centennial 
▪ Member, Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Program; Chairman 1995-2003 
▪ Member, Coastal Zone Management Committee, 1979-1996 
▪ Coordinator, Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management, 2004 - 2008 
▪ Member, Rotary Professional Exchange Team to France (1986) 
▪ Former Member, FEMA’s National Hurricane Mitigation Task Force 
▪ Member, LA Floodplain Management Association, 1988-1990; President 1988-1990 
▪ Member, National Association of State Floodplain Managers; Board Member 1988-1989 
▪ Member, Leadership Louisiana – 2002 
▪ Member, Governor’s Advisory Commission on Coastal Protection, Restoration and Conservation, 2002 – 

2006 
▪ Member, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
▪ President, The Chamber of Commerce of Lafourche and the Bayou Region, 2006 – 2007 
▪ Member, Louisiana’s Bi-Centennial Committee 
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PUBLICATIONS 
▪ De LaBayou Newsletter, 1976 - 1980. 
▪ Video Documentaries: 

“No Place to Run”, 1983 
“In Danger’s Way”, 1992 
“Cheniere Caminada - Remembered...”, 1994 

▪ Books 
“Refléchir - Les Images des Prairie Tremblantes” - Cheniere Hurricane Centennial 
“Refléchir II - Les Decades” Cheniere Hurricane Centennial 
“Refléchir III - A Castnet of Bayou Memories” Cheniere Hurricane Centennial 
“Refléchir IV - A Tribute to Our Veterans Cheniere Hurricane Centennial 
“The Adventures of an English Terrier in Louisiana” co-author Rod E.  Emmer 

▪ Play 
Tant Que Durera La Terre - Producer 
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Item G.2. Northwestern State University’s request for approval to convert the existing 

Bachelor of Science in Theatre with a concentration in Musical Theatre to a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Northwestern State University’s (NSULA) Department of Theatre and Dance has a rich 
and well-respected history.  The Department specializes in undergraduate training with a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts (BFA) in Dance and a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Theatre with concentrations in 
Acting & Directing, Musical Theatre, and Design & Technology.  The B.S. in Theatre has a current 
enrollment of 100 students and completes, on average, 25 students annually.  At the suggestion of 
the National Association of Schools of Theatre (NAST) and due to the fact that a BFA has become 
industry standard, NSULA would like to transition the B.S. in Theatre – Musical Theatre 
Concentration to a BFA in Musical Theatre.  The Board of Regents approved a waiver of the Letter 
of Intent since this request involves the transitioning of an existing degree and not a newly 
developed program.  A similar transition from the BS in Theatre – Design & Technology 
Concentration to a BFA in Production & Design was approved by the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System in April 2021 with subsequent approval granted by the Board of 
Regents in June 2021.   

 
The purpose of a BFA in Musical Theatre is to prepare students for a professional career. 

The overall goal is to produce well-rounded students who will be able to enter any area of the 
musical theatre profession whether performance or teaching. Specifically, objectives for the BFA 
in Musical Theatre are:  

 
• To develop technical mastery in vocal, acting and dance techniques within both 

professional practice and performance.  
• To become knowledgeable with the historical and cultural dimensions of musical theatre; 

and apply these principles in pedagogical environments and in performance to support the 
student’s work.  

• To articulate critical thinking and creative problem-solving skills in theoretical and 
practical application in musical theatre.  

• To demonstrate an integral understanding in the principles of musical theatre training in 
vocal production, acting technique and dance skill.  

• To understand and apply techniques and principles of musical theatre by producing a 
scenes program.  
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• To cultivate an appreciation for the technical side of performing arts; working in the 
lighting, scene, and costume shops. 
 

The proposed BFA in Musical Theatre will allow for a more rigorous and balance curriculum 
for students.  Currently, the Musical Theatre concentration of the BS in Theatre focuses greatly 
on acting training with little focus on music theory, the history of the American Musical Theatre, 
singing, and dancing.  The proposed program will be more desirable to a prospective student as it 
will allow for a more focused and well-rounded curriculum that will provide better preparation 
for professional theatre and related relevant industries.   
 

The University expects that the BFA in Musical Theatre will be more marketable than the 
existing BS in Theatre which will result in increased enrollment.  It is anticipated that 20 
students will enroll in YR1 with that number expanding to 43 in YR4.   Students currently 
pursing the BS in Theatre would be able to complete the degree or matriculate into the proposed 
BFA; advising would be provided to ensure seamless transition.  In Louisiana, there is not a 
public university that offers a BFA in Musical Theatre so, what is being proposed by NSULA 
would be a unique offering.  The transition to the proposed BFA would require no additional 
costs for the first two years; YR3 will require the hiring of one new full-time faculty member.     

 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Northwestern State University’s request for 
approval to convert the existing Bachelor of Science in Theatre with a concentration in Musical 
Theatre to a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre.   



G.2.
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Item G.3. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to name the School 

of Nursing the LHC Group • Myers School of Nursing. 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette (UL Lafayette) would like approval to name the 
School of Nursing the LHC Group • Myers School of Nursing.  The University wishes to recognize 
and honor longstanding LHC Group, Inc. and its founders, Keith and Ginger Myers, for their 
enduring support and historic gift benefitting UL Lafayette’s College of Nursing and Allied Health 
Sciences.  Their recent gift is the largest private investment for an academic college in the history 
of the University.  Their transformational gift will have resounding impacts on the campus, broader 
economy and workforce.   

 
LHC Group, Inc. was founded in 1994 as a single home health agency serving the needs 

of a rural Louisiana community.  Today, the Lafayette-based company is a leading national 
provider of in-home healthcare services operating in 35 states and the District of Columbia.  LHC 
Group provides exceptional, high-quality care and unparalleled service for patients and families 
through home health, hospice, home- and community-based services, and facility-based care.   
 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request 
for approval to name the School of Nursing the LHC Group • Myers School of Nursing. 



G.3.
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Item G.4. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to terminate the Doctor 

of Occupational Therapy.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) would like approval to terminate the Doctor 
of Occupational Therapy (OTD) that was established in 2018.  The University pursued the OTD 
when the Accrediting Council of Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) transitioned to 
requiring the doctoral degree as the entry level credential.  Since that time, ACOTE reversed its 
position.  As such, ULM students completing the Master of Occupational Therapy (MOT) have 
the entry level credential needed to sit for the examination to become board certified.  No students 
have been admitted to the OTD and the termination would have no adverse impact on faculty.   
 
 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request 
for approval to terminate the Doctor of Occupational Therapy. 



G.4.
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Item G.5. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to enter into a Transfer 

Articulation Agreement with the Louisiana Community and Technical College 
System. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) would like approval to enter into a transfer 
articulation agreement with the Louisiana Community and Technical College System (LCTCS).  
The purpose of the proposed agreement is to provide a clear pathway for LCTCS students who 
complete the Associate of Applied Science (AAS) or the Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN) 
and are interested in pursuing the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) at ULM.  Qualified 
completers of the AAS or ASN will be guaranteed admission at senior standing to ULM’s BSN 
Program.  Transfer students from LCTCS who satisfy all conditions set forth in the proposed 
agreement will be enrolled into the Fast Track Registered Nurse (FTRN) Program and will be 
eligible to complete their final 30 hours of coursework through distance learning technologies at a 
rate of $200 per credit hour in order to complete the BSN after successful completion of NCLEX-
RN.   
 
 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request 
for approval to enter into a Transfer Articulation Agreement with the Louisiana Community and 
Technical College System.  



G.5.
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Item G.6. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to offer an 

Undergraduate Certificate in Professional and Creative Writing. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) would like approval to offer an 
Undergraduate Certificate (UC) in Professional and Creative Writing.  The proposed UC, 
composed of 18 credit hours, will develop the skills and knowledge of students interested in 
professional writing, preparing them for careers as creative writers, technical writers, editors or 
teachers, but also for any career that calls for creative thinking and clear expression.  Drawing on 
the diverse talents of the English faculty, the proposed UC will provide students with an intensive, 
practical writing experience in their choice of creative genres (poetry, fiction, or creative non-
fiction), as well as courses in professional, technical, scientific and grant writing.  In intensive 
workshops of limited size, students will write, revise and learn to publish professionally.   
 

In Louisiana, although there are at least three other similar certificates, all are geared 
toward graduate students.  The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, though, indicates that the typical 
entry-level education necessary for workplace writing jobs (such as technical writing) is a 
bachelor’s degree.  Thus, it is critical that undergraduate students have the opportunity to earn a 
UC in writing studies to acquire expertise preferred by the workforce.  Courses will be offered by 
current faculty and will make use of existing campus resources; program participants will be 
recruited from undergraduate students enrolled at ULM.  The University does not anticipate any 
additional costs for program implementation.   
 
 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request 
for approval to offer an Undergraduate Certificate in Professional and Creative Writing.   



G.6.
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Item G.7. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to award an Honorary 

Doctor of Humane Letters to Mr. Henry Heier at the Fall 2021 Commencement 
Exercises. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) requests approval to award an Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters to Mr. Henry Heier at the Fall 2021 Commencement Exercises.  Mr. 
Heier is a member of a six generations family from New Orleans.  After graduating from John 
Kennedy High School in 1974, Mr. Heier applied for the plumber – pipefitter apprenticeship 
program at Plumbers and Steamfitters Local Union #60 to learn a trade.  There were 2,800 
applications ahead of him so Mr. Heier sought an alternate path which led him to the architectural 
drafting program at Delgado Community College.   
 

Mr. Heier’s extensive career has allowed for him to experience many roles in the design 
and construction industry.  In 1986, Mr. Heier became a Trustee on the Plumbers and Steamfitters 
Local 60 Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee.  During his tenure, he helped expand the 
curriculum from four (4) to five (5) years, introduced computers as part of the apprenticeship 
learning experience, and helped bring Louisiana State Workforce Commission Incumbent Worker 
Training grant funding to Local 60 employees and employers.  Since 2002, Mr. Heier has served 
as a member of the Louisiana Workforce Commission State Apprenticeship Council; upon the 
death of the former Chairman, William “Bill” Owens, Mr. Heier was elected Chairman during 
then-Governor Kathleen Blanco’s term.  Mr. Heier served as SAC Chairman during the Blanco, 
Jindal, and John Bel Edwards administrations.  He has also served as a Steering Committee 
member of the National Alliance of State Apprenticeship Council, a member of the Louisiana 
Office of State Fire Marshal Uniform Construction Code Council, and an Advisory Committee 
Member of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana. 
 

In 1996, while working with the Contractors Educational Trust Fund and becoming a 
member of the American Council for Construction Education (ACCE), Mr. Heier began working 
with ULM’s School of Construction Management’s Industry Advisory Committee; he has been 
recognized as a Lifetime Member.  His contributions to the discipline also include serving as an 
ACCE Visiting Team Field Auditor, Guidance Committee member, and a member of the ACCE 
Accreditation Committee. In addition, he is a longtime member of the American Institute of 
Architects, American Society of Plumbing Engineers, American Society of Sanitary Engineering, 
Construction Specifications Institute, and a Charter Member of the International Code Council.  In 
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recognition of all that Mr. Henry Heier has contributed to his field and to ULM, the University 
would like to award an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.    
 
 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request 
for approval to award an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters to Mr. Henry Heier at the Fall 2021 
Commencement Exercises.       
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Item G.8. University of New Orleans’ request for approval to award an Honorary Doctor of 

Humane Letters to Dr. Jericho Brown at the Fall 2021 Commencement Exercises. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of New Orleans (UNO) would like to award an Honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters to Pulitzer Prize-wining Dr. Jericho Brown because of his stature as a world-
renowned poet and writer.  Dr. Brown, born in Shreveport, Louisiana, received his bachelor’s 
degree from Dillard University, his MFA in Creative Writing from UNO, and his Ph.D. from the 
University of Houston.  He taught at several universities, such as the University of Houston and 
San Diego State University, before accepting his current position at Emory University where he 
serves as the director of the Creative Writing Program and the Charles Cander Professor of English 
and Creative Writing. 
 

Dr. Brown is author of The Tradition (Cooper Canyon 2019), for which he won the Pulitzer 
Prize.  He is the recipient of fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the Radcliffe Institute 
for Advanced Study at Harvard, and the National Endowment for the Arts, and he is the winner of 
the Whiting Award.  Brown’s first book, Please (New Issues 2008), won the American Book 
Award.  His second book, The New Testament (Cooper Canyon 2014), won the Anisfield-Wolf 
Book Award.  Dr. Brown’s third collection, The Tradition, won the Paterson Poetry Prize and was 
a finalist for the National Book Award and the Book Critics Circle Award. In addition, his poems 
have appeared in The Bennington Review, Buzzfeed, Fence, Jubilat, The New Republic, The New 
York Times, The New Yorker, The Paris Review, TIME Magazine, and several volumes of The Best 
American Poetry.   
 
 Dr. Jericho Brown is one of UNO’s most revered graduates of its MFA in Creative 
Writing.  Because of all that he has achieved, the University believes he is an extremely worthy 
recipient of an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters.   
 
 
 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of New Orleans’ request to award 
an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Dr. Jericho Brown at the Fall 2021 Commencement 
Exercises. 
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Item G.9. University of New Orleans’ request for approval to name the College of 

Engineering “The Dr. Robert A. Savoie College of Engineering.” 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of New Orleans (UNO) requests that the College of Engineering be named 
“The Dr. Robert A. Savoie College of Engineering” in recognition of Dr. Robert A. “Bobby” 
Savoie’s significant economics, financial and charitable contributions to the State of Louisiana, 
the City of New Orleans, and UNO.  A Louisiana native, Dr. Savoie earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Industrial Engineering from Louisiana State University in 1980, a Master of Business 
Administration in 1981 from Loyola University, and a Ph.D. in Engineering and Applied Science 
with a specialization in Engineering Management and Systems Engineering from UNO in 2009.  
 

Currently, Dr. Savoie serves as the chief executive officer (CEO) of Geocent, L.L.C., an 
information technology and engineering services company headquartered in Metairie, Louisiana.  
Geocent was formed in 2008 and is now working with government and commercial clients 
throughout the United States.  Dr.  Savoie previously founded Integrated Resources Group (IRG) 
in 1986 and served as CEO until IRG merged with Science & Engineering Associates (SEA) in 
1997.  He became president and then CEO of SEA and guided the company through an 
extraordinary growth period.  Throughout his tenure as a CEO of successful companies, Dr. Savoie 
continued his work as an engineer and consultant, primarily in nuclear power and defense.  Most 
recently this has expanded to include NASA’s next generation Space Launch System (SLS), large 
government information systems, and numerous economic development activities.   
 

Dr. Savoie currently serves on the boards of the National World War II Museum; Loyola 
University; the UNO Foundation; the LSU Foundation National Board; and the LSU Health 
Foundation. He was appointed by Governors Bobby Jindal and John Bel Edwards to represent the 
State of Louisiana on the Aerospace Alliance Board. Previously, Dr. Savoie served as a director, 
trustee, and senior advisor for the Atlantic Council of the United States; the Louisiana Technology 
Council; the U.S. Small Business Technology Foundation; the Boy Scouts of America; the 
Academy of the Sacred Heart; the J. Bennett Johnston Science Foundation; Isidore Newman 
School; Greater New Orleans, Inc., and the Ochsner Health Foundation. 
 

In recognition of all that this outstanding UNO alumnus has achieved and contributed, 
the University would like to name the College of Engineering “The Dr. Robert A. Savoie College 
of Engineering.” 
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 RECOMMENDATION  
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of New Orleans’ request for 
approval to name the College of Engineering “The Dr. Robert A. Savoie College of Engineering.” 
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