
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
ATHLETIC COMMITTEE 

 
June 23, 2022 

 
 
Item G.1. Louisiana Tech University’s request for approval of a contract with Mr. Sonny 

Cumbie, Head Football Coach, between Louisiana Tech University, and Louisiana 
Tech University Foundation, effective December 1, 2021. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 This agreement is for the five-year period from December 1, 2021 through January 31, 
2027.  During this period Coach shall receive an annualized base salary of $200,000.   
 

The Louisiana Tech University Foundation shall pay Coach for his role in the Louisiana 
Tech Radio Network and for Coach’s role as a fundraiser for Louisiana Tech Football as follows:   
 

• December 1, 2021 through January 31, 2023 - $816,667.62 
• February 1, 2023 through January 31, 2024 - $750,000 
• February 1, 2024 through January 31, 2025 - $800,000 
• February 1, 2025 through January 31, 2026 - $800,000 
• February 1, 2026 through January 31, 2027 - $800,000 

 
The Foundation shall also pay Coach Performance Incentives – Athletic Performance 

Goals: 
 

• Team participates in the Conference Championship Game: $50,000 
• Team wins the Conference Championship Game: $100,000  
• Team participates in a Non-New Year’s 6 Bowl Game: $25,000  
• Team participates in a New Year’s 6 Bowl Game: $75,000  
• Team wins any Bowl Game: $50,000  
• Team defeats a Power 5 program in the regular season: $25,000  
• Team wins the College Football Playoff National Championship: $500,000  
• Coach is named Conference Coach of the Year: $25,000* 
• Coach is named National Coach of the Year: $100,000** 
• Team achieves 9 regular season wins:  $25,000*** 
• Team achieves 10 regular season wins:  $50,000*** 

 
*Official Conference Coach of the Year award presented by the conference and voted on 
by the conference’s coaches and/or media members.   
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**Shall apply exclusively to any of the following six widely recognized college football 
coach of the year awards and presenting organizations or their successors.   

 
a. AFCA Coach of the Year (American Football Coaches Association) 
b. Associated Press Coach of the Year 
c. Paul Bryant Coach of the Year Award (American Heart Association) 
d. Eddie Robinson Coach of the Year Award (Football Writers Association of 

America) 
e. Home Depot Coach of the Year Award (ESPN and ABC) 
f. Walter Camp Coach of the Year Award 

 
Coach shall receive no more than $100,000 per year for winning National Coach of the 
Year regardless of how many of the above-referenced awards he should win.   

 
***Non-Cumulative 

 
Coach is entitled to a courtesy SUV to be provided by the Foundation.  Benefactors may 

provide golf and social memberships.  Coach may also receive funds through the University from 
agreements with shoe and/or apparel manufacturers. 
 

If the University terminates this agreement without cause, the Louisiana Tech University 
Foundation shall pay liquidated damages to Coach as detailed in Section 11.0 of the contract. If 
the Coach terminates the contract without cause, Coach shall be liable to the Foundation for 
liquidated damages as detailed in Section 11.3 of the contract. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Louisiana Tech University’s request for approval 
of a contract with Mr. Sonny Cumbie, Head Football Coach, between Louisiana Tech University, 
and Louisiana Tech University Foundation, effective December 1, 2021. 
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Item G.2. Louisiana Tech University’s request for approval of contractual agreements 

between various Assistant Football Coaches, Louisiana Tech University, and the 
Louisiana Tech University Foundation.   

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting the approval of the following Assistant Football Coaches’ 
Contracts for Employment: 
 

• Jake Brown, Co-Offensive Coordinator - Under the proposed agreement from 
December 7, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is 
$125,000.  

 
• Peter Hopkins, Running Backs Coach - Under the proposed agreement from January 

27, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is $85,000. 
 

• Scott Parr, Co-Offensive Coordinator - Under the proposed agreement from 
December 8, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is 
$135,000. 

 
• Scott Power, Defensive Coordinator - Under the proposed agreement from December 

9, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is $220,000. 
 

• Dave Scholz, Head Football Performance Coach - Under the proposed agreement 
from January 1, 2022 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is 
$160,308. 

 
• Dan Sharp, Assistant Head Coach, Special Teams - Under the proposed agreement 

from December 13, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary 
is $86,000.  $6,000 of the $86,000 will be paid by the Foundation for fundraising and 
public appearance services to the Foundation. 

 
• Paul Turner, Safeties Coach - Under the proposed agreement from December 13, 

2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is $85,000. 
 

• Casey Walker, Defensive Line Coach - Under the proposed agreement from March 
4, 2022 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is $95,000. 
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• Marcus Walker, Cornerbacks Coach - Under the proposed agreement from 
December 13, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is 
$116,000.  $6,000 of the $116,000 will be paid by the Foundation for fundraising and 
public appearance services to the Foundation. 

 
• Nathan Young, Offensive Line Coach - Under the proposed agreement from 

December 13, 2021 through February 28, 2023, Assistant Coach’s annual salary is 
$135,000. 

 
Achievement Compensation 

 
In recognition of exemplary performance and the additional work that is required for post-

season games and events and as an incentive for Assistant Coach to achieve the goals described 
below, and since such additional work generally results in an influx of private gifts to the 
Foundation, Assistant Coach shall be eligible to receive, but is not guaranteed to receive, a 
supplemental payment in an amount to be determined by the Head Football Coach and in the Head 
Football Coach’s discretion, with approval from the Director of Athletics and the Foundation.   
 

Termination 
 

Should University terminate the Agreement without Cause prior to the expiration of its 
current Term, it shall be liable to Assistant Coach for liquidated damages which shall include all 
amounts of Base Salary which would have been owed to Assistant Coach had he completed the 
Term. Such damages shall be paid by Foundation in regularly scheduled installments from the date 
of termination to the end of the Term.   
 

Should Assistant Coach terminate this Agreement without Cause prior to the first game of 
the 2022 football season, Assistant Coach shall be liable to pay the Foundation 10% of his base 
salary within 30 days of his notice of termination.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Louisiana Tech University’s request for approval 
of contracts with Jake Brown; Peter Hopkins; Scott Parr; Scott Power; Dave Scholz; Dan Sharp; 
Paul Turner; Casey Walker; Marcus Walker; and Nathan Young.   
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