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UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.1. Grambling State University’s request for approval to enter into a Grounds and 

Facilities Lease Agreement with the Black and Gold Facilities, Inc., a 501(c)3 not-
for-profit corporation, to construct a new student welcome and student success 
facility pursuant to the authority vested in La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Grambling State University requests approval to enter into a Grounds and Facilities Lease 
Agreement with Black and Gold Facilities, Inc. to construct a new student welcome and student 
success center on the main campus.  The University will lease land, as defined in the attached plat, 
to Black and Gold Facilities, Inc.  The property is located south of College Drive and east of Main 
Street in the Quad.  This land and facilities will be leased to Black and Gold Facilities, Inc. for 
$1.00 per year. 
 

This project will create a four-story One-Stop-Shop, Welcome Enrollment Services Center 
and will include admissions, recruitment financial aid, bursar, housing, advising, testing, career 
services, student support services, and multi-purpose classrooms and computer labs.  The 
approximately 60,000-square-foot facility will house all functions in the enrollment process 
creating a seamless transition into Grambling State University. 
 

Black and Gold Facilities, Inc. anticipates the total actual funding for construction available 
for this project will be approximately $25,000,000 and will be financed with self-generated and 
CARES Act: Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds.  The University’s land or property will 
not be used as security for this project. 
 

The Grounds and Facilities Lease Agreement will expire when a substantial completion 
document is signed and all construction is completed, but no later than December 31, 2026. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is requested that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Grambling State University’s request for 
approval to enter into a Grounds and Facilities Lease Agreement with the Black and Gold 
Facilities, Inc., a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation, to construct a new student welcome and 
student success facility pursuant to the authority vested in La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 
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  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Grambling State University shall obtain final 
review from UL System staff and legal counsel, and shall secure all appropriate approvals from 
agencies/parties, of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to execution of 
documents. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of Grambling State University or his 
or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all documents associated 
with said Grounds and Facilities Lease Agreement by the University of Louisiana System on behalf 
of and for the use of Grambling State University. 
 

AND FURTHER, that Grambling State University will provide the System office with 
copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 



Office of the President 

January 31, 2023 

MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO A 

GROUNDS AND FACILITIES LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE 

BLACK AND GOLD FACILITIES, INC.

Grambling State University (GSU) respectfully request for approval to enter into a Grounds and 

Facilities Lease Agreement with the Black and Gold Facilities, Inc. a 501c3 not-for-profit corporation, 

to construct a new student welcome and student success facility pursuant to the authority vested in La. 

R.S. 17:3361. 

Your favorable consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Gallot, Jr., JD 

President 

P. O. Drawer 607 • 403 Main Street • Grambling, LA 71245 • Office: 318-274-6117 • FAX: 318-274-6172 • www.gram.edu 

A Constituent Member of the University of Louisiana System •Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

An Equal Opportunity Employer and Educator • Facilities Accessible to the Disabled 

I.1.

http://www.gram.edu/
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 GROUND AND FACILITIES LEASE  

by and between 

 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM, on 

behalf of GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY 
(as Lessor) 

And 

BLACK & GOLD FACILITIES, INC. 

(as Lessee) 

 

This AGREEMENT TO LEASE (together with any amendment hereto or supplement 

hereof, the “Ground Lease”), dated as of February ___, 2023 , is entered into by and between the 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM (the 

“Board”), a public constitutional corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of 

Louisiana, with and on behalf of Grambling State University (the “University”) represented herein 

by the President of Grambling State University and Board Representative, Richard J. Gallot, Jr. , 

and BLACK & GOLD FACILITIES, INC., a Louisiana nonprofit corporation represented 

herein by its Chairman, Robert Clark (the “Corporation”), together referenced as the Parties. 

 

WITNESSETH 

 

WHEREAS the Board is a public constitutional corporation organized and existing under 

the laws of the State of Louisiana and the University is a university under its management pursuant 

to Louisiana Revised Statutes 17:3217; 

 

WHEREAS, the Board, with the University, wish to establish a new Student Welcome 

and Student Success Center (the “Facilities”) on a portion of the University campus (the “Land”) 

for use by the students of the University (the “Project:”)  The Project will contain a four-story 

One-Stop-Shop, Welcome Enrollment Services Center and will include admissions, recruitment 

financial aid, bursar, housing, advising, testing, career services, student support services, and 

multi-purpose classrooms and computer labs.  The approximately 60,000 square foot facility will 

house all functions in the enrollment process creating a seamless transition into Grambling State 

University. 

 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to  lease the Land, located South of College Drive and East 

of Main Street in the Quad as further defined in the Exhibit A, to Black and Gold Facilities, Inc. 

to design, construct and complete the project. The Land will be leased to the Corporation for $1.00 

per year until completed. 

 

WHEREAS the Board, with and on behalf of the University, owns the Land on which the 
Corporation proposes to construct and/or renovate the Facilities (as defined herein) for the Project 

and anticipates the total actual funding for construction available for this project will be 
approximately $25,000,000 and will be financed with self-generated funding and CARES Act: 

Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds.  The University’s land or property will not be used as 
security for this project. 

 

WHEREAS the Corporation is a nonprofit corporation organized and existing under the 
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Louisiana Nonprofit Corporation Law (La. R.S. 12:201 et seq.), with authority to acquire 

construct, develop, lease as lessor or lessee, mortgage and/or convey the completed Facilities on 

the Land of the University; 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3361 through 17:3366, the Board is authorized to 

lease to a nonprofit entity, such as the Corporation, any portion of the land on campus or other 

immovable property of the University for the Corporation for the purposes identified herein;  

 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to  proceed in accord with the Ground and Facilities 

Lease to authorize the Corporation to develop, design and/or renovate and modify the Facilities 

on the Land to complete the Project, as defined herein, at the University.  

 

WHEREAS, the Board and the Corporation have agreed to enter into the Ground and 

Facilities Lease, dated of even date herewith, whereby the Board will lease the Leased Property to 

the Corporation to proceed with the Project for design, construction and/renovation of the 

Facilities; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein 
contained, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

 
Section 1.     Term of Lease. The Board  hereby leases the Land to the Corporation for 

rental of $1.00 per year to proceed with the Project to construct the Facilities.  The Corporation  
agrees upon completion of the Facilities to transfer the Facilities to the Board with and through the 

University. The Board agrees that it will take immediate possession of the Facilities, as renovated 
and/or constructed under the terms and provisions of this Lease. The Corporation hereby subleases 

the Facilities as constructed  and subleases the Leased Property, with existing improvements to be 

renovated, to the Board, and the Board hereby leases the Facilities and subleases the Leased 
Property, with existing improvements to be renovated, from the Corporation effective as of the 

Commencement Date of this Facilities Lease and agrees upon completion of the Project of the 
Facilities and the payment to the Corporation as indicated herein to accept possession of the 

Facilities,  as renovated and agrees to pay the Rental as provided herein for the use and occupancy 
of the Facilities, all on the terms and conditions set forth herein. The Board agrees that it will take 

immediate possession of the Facilities, as renovated and/or constructed under the terms and 
provisions of this Facilities Lease. The Board understands and agrees that Rental shall accrue from 

the Commencement Date hereof notwithstanding the fact that the Facilities have yet to be 

constructed. No delay in the Date of Opening of the Facilities beyond the time set forth in the 
Ground Lease will extend the term. The Term of this Facilities Lease begins on the 

Commencement Date and ends on the Expiration Date; provided, however, this Facilities Lease 
shall terminate prior to the Expiration Date upon the reimbursement of the payment of the project 

agreed to by the Parties. 
 

Section 2. Acknowledgments, Representations and Covenants of the Board.  The Board 

represents and covenants as follows: 

(a) The Board has full power and authority to enter into this Ground and Facilities 

lease and the transactions contemplated thereby and agrees to perform all of its obligations 

hereunder and under the Ground Lease. 
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(b) The Board has been duly authorized to execute and deliver this Facilities Lease and 

further represents and covenants that this Facility Lease  and Ground lease constitutes the valid 

and binding obligations of the Board and that all requirements have been met and procedures have 

occurred in order to ensure the enforceability of this Facilities Lease and Ground Lease and the 

Board has complied with all constitutional and other statutory requirements as may be applicable 

to the Board in the authorization, execution, delivery, and performance of this Facilities Lease and 

Ground Lease. 

 

(c) The execution and delivery of this Facilities Lease and Ground Lease,  and 

compliance with the provisions hereof and thereof, will not conflict with or constitute on the part 

of the Board a violation of, breach of, or default under any constitutional provision, statute, law, 

resolution,  bond indenture, or other financing agreement or any other agreement or instrument to 

which the Board is a party or by which the Board is bound, or any order, rule or regulation of any 

court or Governmental Authority or body having jurisdiction over the Board or any of its activities 

or properties with respect to the Facilities; and all consents, approvals or authorizations required 

of the Board for the consummation of the transactions contemplated hereby have been obtained or 

timely will be obtained. 

 

Section 3.        Representations and Covenants of the Corporation.   

 

The Corporation makes the following representations and covenants: 

(a) The Corporation has been validly created under the Louisiana Nonprofit 

Corporation Law, is currently in good standing under the laws of the State, has been qualified as 

a federally designated 501(c)(3) organization, has the power to enter into the transactions 

contemplated by, and to carry out its obligations under this  Ground Lease. The Corporation is not 

in breach of or in default under any of the provisions contained in any contract, instrument, or 

agreement to which it is a party or in any other instrument by which it is bound. By proper action 

of its Board of Directors, the Corporation has been duly authorized to execute and deliver this  

Ground Lease; and 

 

(b) The execution and delivery of this Lease, and compliance with the provisions 

thereof and hereof, will not conflict with or constitute on the part of the Corporation a violation of, 

breach of, or default under any statute, indenture, mortgage, declaration or deed of trust, loan 

agreement or other bound or any order, rule or regulation of any court or governmental agency or 

body having jurisdiction over the Corporation or any of its activities or properties; and all consents, 

approvals and authorizations which are required of the Corporation for the consummation of the 

transactions contemplated thereby and hereby have been or timely will be obtained;  

 

Section 4. Waiver and Disclaimer of Warranties. 

(a) The Board acknowledges that the Corporation has not made any representations or 

warranties as to the suitability or fitness of the Facilities for the needs and purposes of the Board 

or for any other purpose. The Board affirmatively reserves its rights against all parties except the 

Corporation in this regard. 

 

(b) The Board further declares and acknowledges that the Corporation, in connection 

with this Lease, does not warrant that the Facilities will be, upon completion of construction free 



Signature Page  

from redhibitory or latent defects or vices and hereby releases the Corporation of any liability for 

redhibitory or latent defects or vices under Louisiana Civil Code Articles 2520 through 2548 and 

Louisiana Civil Code Article 2695. The Board declares and acknowledges that it does hereby 

waive the warranty of fitness for intended purposes and guarantee against hidden or latent 

redhibitory defects and vices under Louisiana law, including Louisiana Civil Code Articles 2476 

and 2695, and waives all rights in rehibition pursuant to Louisiana Civil Code Articles 2520, et 

seq. The Board further declares and acknowledges that this waiver has been brought to the attention 

of the Board and explained in detail that the Board has voluntarily and knowingly consented to 

this waiver of warranty of fitness and/or warranty against rehibition defects and vices for the 

Facilities. 

 

(c) The Corporation disclaims and the Board waives any warranties and 

representations with respect to compliance with Governmental Regulations, including 

Environmental Requirements, or the disposal of, or existence in, on, under, or about the Facilities 

of any Hazardous Substance. The Board acknowledges that the Corporation reserves in this Lease 

all rights to recover from the Board all costs and expenses imposed on the Corporation to bring 

the Facilities into compliance with any Environmental Requirement, and all costs of Remediation 

or cleanup of any such Hazardous Substance imposed on the Corporation or the Board, which shall 

be payable by the Board as Additional Rent hereunder to the extent imposed upon the Corporation. 

The Board affirmatively reserves its right against all parties except the Corporation in this regard. 

 

(d) The obligations and liabilities of the Corporation undertaken in this Lease do not 

give rise to any personal obligation or liability of the officers, directors, members or other persons 

or entities affiliated with the Corporation. 

 

Section 5. Rental. 

(a) The Board, for and in consideration of the Corporation entering into the Ground 

Lease, designing, constructing, renovating and/or refurbishing the Facilities in accordance with 

the Ground Lease pursuant to the terms hereof, hereby covenants and agrees to pay Rental in the 

amounts identified herein, and the time frames established in the final construction documents 

such amounts constituting in the aggregate the Rental payable under this  Lease. 

(b) Rents shall be paid in accordance with the final construction plan and dates of 

completion of the phases as identified by the Parties as follows: 

 (1) Phase 1 - Design Development 30% 

 (2) Phase 2 – Design Development 70% 

 (3) Phase 3 – Design Development 100% 

        (4) Phase 4 – Pricing Design Development 100% 

         (5) Phase 5 – Construction Progress Payments every 30 days based on percentage 

of construction completed.  

 

Section 6. Operation, Alterations, Maintenance, Repair & Replacement. 

(a) The Board or the University shall be responsible for procuring and maintaining or 
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cause to be procured or maintained all services necessary or required in order to adequately operate 

the Facilities upon transfer of ownership; and 

 

(b) The Board or the University shall be responsible for maintaining the Facilities and 

shall make or contract or cause to be made or contracted with a suitable contractor selected in 

accordance herewith for the making of all alterations, repairs, restorations, and replacements to 

the Facilities upon taking full possession of the completed Facilities. 

 

Section 7. Utilities. 

(a) All utilities which are used or consumed in or upon or in connection with the 

Facilities during the Term, including, without limitation water, gas, electricity, sewerage, garbage, 

or trash removal, light, cable, heat, telephone, power, computer data and other utilities necessary 

for the operation of the Facilities (“Utility Service”) shall be the responsibility of the Board and/or 

the University.  Payments for Utilities Services provided to the entire Facilities (or to the common 

area of the Facilities) under such contract or contracts thereof as the Board or The University may 

make shall be made by the Board or The University directly to the respective utility companies 

furnishing such Utility Services. 

(b)  The Corporation shall have no responsibility to the Board for the quality or 

availability of Utility Service to the Facilities, or for the cost to procure the Utility Service. The 

Board shall reimburse the Corporation for all utilities used in the Facilities to the extent such 

utilities are procured at the expense of the Corporation. The Corporation shall not be in Default 

under this Lease or be liable to the Board or any Other Person for direct or consequential damage, 

or otherwise, for any failure in supply of any Utility Service, heat, air conditioning, elevator 

service, lighting, security, or for surges or interruptions of electricity.  

                      Section 8. Insurance. 

 

(a) Facilities of the University are self-insured through the Office of Risk 

Management, Division of Administration, State of Louisiana. The Board will insure continuation 

of that policy. 

            Section 9.       Quiet Enjoyment.  The Corporation covenants that the Board, on paying the 

Rental and performing and observing all of the covenants and agreements herein contained and 

provided to be performed by the Board or The University, shall and may peaceably and quietly 

have, hold, occupy, use, and enjoy the Facilities during the Term and may exercise all of its rights 

hereunder; and the Corporation agrees to warrant and forever defend the Board’s right to such 

occupancy, use, and  enjoyment and the title to the Facilities against the claims of any and all 

persons whomsoever lawfully claiming the same, or any part thereof subject only to the provisions 

of this Facilities Lease. 

            Section 10.      Environmental Compliance and Indemnity. 

(a) Environmental Compliance. The Board or the University shall operate or cause to 

be operated the Facilities in compliance with all Environmental Requirements continuously during 

the Term, and for such periods of time prior to the Commencement Date and after the Expiration 

Date, as long as the Board is in possession of the Facilities, in whole or in part. The Board shall 

not cause or permit any Hazardous Substance to be brought upon, kept, or used in or about the 



Signature Page  

Facilities, except for such Hazardous Substance as is necessary or useful to the operation of the 

Facilities. 

 

(b) The Board’s Liability. If the Board fails to comply with any of the foregoing 

warranties, representations, and covenants, and removal or Remediation of any Hazardous 

Substance found on the Facilities is required by Environmental Requirements or Governmental 

Authority, the Board shall promptly undertake the removal or Remediation of such Hazardous 

Substance, at the Board’s sole cost and expense.  

 

Section 11. The Corporation’s Reservation of Rights. 

(a) The Corporation hereby reserves all of its rights to recover from the Board for any 

and all Claims asserted against the Corporation, including Litigation Expenses, arising out of or 

by reason of: 

 

(i) any injury to or death of any person or damage of property occurring on or 

about the Land during construction of the Facilities  occasioned by or growing out of or arising or 

resulting from any tortious or negligent act on the part of the Board in connection with the lease; 

or 

 

(ii) any failure, breach, or default on the part of the Board in the performance 

of or compliance with any of the obligations of the Board under the terms of this Lease. 

 

(b) Notwithstanding the fact that it is the intention of the parties that the Corporation 

shall not incur any pecuniary liability by reason of the terms of this Lease or the undertakings  

required of the Corporation hereunder, nevertheless, if the Corporation should incur any such 

pecuniary liability,  then in that  event,  the Corporation shall be entitled to assert  all  rights and 

remedies granted in law or in equity to recover from the Board the amount of any pecuniary 

liability incurred by the Corporation, plus all Litigation Expenses incurred in defense of such 

liability. 

 

Section 12.  Cumulative Remedies. Each  right  and  remedy  provided  for  in  this  Lease 

is cumulative and is in addition to every other right or remedy provided for in this Lease or now 

or after the Commencement Date existing at law or in equity or by statute or otherwise, and the 

exercise or beginning of the exercise by the Corporation of anyone or more of the rights or remedies 

provided for in this Lease or now or after the Commencement Date existing at law or in equity or 

by statute or otherwise will not preclude the simultaneous or later exercise by the Corporation of 

any or all other rights or remedies provided for in this Lease or now or after the Commencement 

Date existing at law or in equity or by statute or otherwise. All costs incurred by the Corporation 

in collecting any amounts and damages owing by the Board pursuant to the provisions of this 

Lease or to enforce any provision of this Lease, including reasonable Litigation Expenses from the 

date any such matter is turned over to an attorney, whether or not one or more actions are 

commenced by the Corporation, will also be recoverable by the Corporation as Additional Rental 

from the Board. The waiver by the Corporation of any term, covenant or condition hereof shall not 

operate as a waiver by the Board of any breach by the Corporation of any term, covenant or 

condition hereof shall not operate as a waiver of any subsequent breach of the same or any other 

term, covenant, or condition hereof. 
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Section 13. Severability If  any  provisions  of  this  Facilities Lease  shall  be  invalid  

inoperative or unenforceable as applied in any particular case in any jurisdiction or jurisdictions 

or in all jurisdictions, or in all cases because it conflicts with any other provision or provisions 

hereof or any constitution or statute or rule of public policy, or for any other reason, such 

circumstances shall not have the effect of rendering the provision in question inoperative or 

unenforceable in any other case or circumstance, or of rendering any other provision or provisions 

herein contained invalid, inoperative or unenforceable, to any extent whatsoever. The invalidity of 

any one or more phrases, sentences, clauses or Sections contained in this Facilities Lease shall not 

affect the remaining portions of this Facilities Lease, or any part thereof. 

Section 15.   Execution.   This Facilities Lease may be simultaneously executed in any 

number of counterparts, each of which when so executed shall be deemed to be an original, and 

all of which together shall constitute one and the same Lease. 

Section 16. Law Governing. This Facilities Lease is made in the State of Louisiana under 

the Constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana and is to be governed by the laws of the State 

of Louisiana. 

Section 17. No Construction Against Drafting Party. The Corporation and the Board 

acknowledge that each of them and their counsel have had an opportunity to review this Facilities 

Lease and Ground Lease  and that each Party was responsible for the drafting thereof. 

Section 18.     Time of the Essence.  Time is of the essence of each and every provision of  

this Lease. 

Section 19. No Waiver.  The waiver by the Corporation of  any agreement,  condition or  

provision contained in this Lease will not be deemed to be a waiver of any subsequent breach of 

the same or any other agreement, condition, or provision contained in this Facilities Lease, nor 

will any custom or practice that may arise between the Parties in the administration of the terms of 

this Lease be construed to waive or to lessen the right of the Corporation to insist upon the 

performance by the Board in strict accordance with the terms of this Facilities Lease. The 

subsequent acceptance of Rental by the Corporation will not be deemed to be a waiver of any 

preceding breach by the Board of any agreement, condition, or provision of this Lease, other than 

the failure of the Board to pay the particular Rental so accepted, regardless of the Corporation’s 

knowledge of such preceding breach at the time of acceptance of such Rental. 

Section 20. Counterparts. This Facilities Lease and Ground Lease  may be executed in any 

number of counterparts, each of which shall be an original, but all of which shall together constitute 

one and the same instrument. 

Section 21. Written Amendment Required. No amendment, alteration, modification of, 

or addition to the Facilities Lease or ground lease will be valid or binding unless expressed in 

writing and signed by the Corporation and the Board. 

Section 22. Entire Agreement. This  Lease and the exhibits and addenda, if any, contain 

the entire agreement between the Corporation and the Board. No promises or representation, 

except as contained in this Lease, have been made to the Board respecting the condition or the 

manner of operating the Facilities. 

Section 23.   Signs. The Board or the University may attach any sign on any part of the 
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Facilities, or in the halls, lobbies, windows, or elevator banks of the Facilities, without the 

Corporation’s approval. The Board may name the Facilities and change the name, number, or 

designation of the Facilities, without the Corporation’s prior consent. 

Section 24.    Binding Effect. The covenants, conditions, and agreements contained in this 

Facilities Lease will bind and inure to the benefit of the Corporation and the Board and their 

respective permitted assigns. 

Section 25.    Rules of Interpretation. The following rules shall apply to the construction of 

this Lease unless the context requires otherwise: (a) the singular includes the plural and the plural 

includes the singular; (b) words importing any gender include the other genders; (c) references to 

statutes are to be construed as including all statutory provisions consolidating, amending or 

replacing the statute  to which reference is made and all regulations promulgated pursuant to such 

statutes; (d) references to “writing” include printing, photocopy, typing, lithography and other 

means of reproducing words in a tangible visible form; (e) the words “including,” “includes” and 

“include” shall be deemed to be followed by words “without limitation;” (f) references to the 

introductory paragraph, preliminary statements, articles, sections (or subdivision of sections), 

exhibits, appendices, annexes or schedules are to those of this Facilities Lease or Ground Lease 

unless otherwise indicated; (g) references to agreements and other contractual instruments shall be 

deemed to include all subsequent amendments and other modifications to such instruments; (h) 

references to Persons include their respective successors and assigns to the extent successors  or  

assigns  are permitted  or  not  prohibit ed  by  the terms  of  this  Facilities  Lease;  (i)  any 

accounting term not otherwise defined has the meaning assigned to it in accordance with generally 

accepted accounting principles; (j) “or” is not exclusive; (k) provisions apply to successive events 

and transactions; (l) references to documents or agreements which have been terminated or 

released or which have expired shall be of no force and effect after such termination, release, or 

expiration; (m) references to mail shall be deemed to refer to first-class mail, postage prepaid, 

unless another type of mail is specified; (n) all references to time shall be to Grambling, Louisiana 

time; (o) references to specific persons, positions, or officers shall include those who or which 

succeed to or perform their respective functions, duties, or responsibilities; and (p) the terms 

“herein,” “hereunder,” “hereby,” “hereof,” and any similar terms refer to this Facilities Lease and 

Ground Lease as a whole and not to any particular articles, section or subdivision hereof. 

 

Section 27. Relationship of Parties. The relationship of the Parties shall be one of lessor 

and lessee only, and shall not be considered a partnership, joint venture, license arrangement or 

unincorporated association. The Corporation is not controlled by the Board or under the control of 

any Person also in control of the Board. 

Section 28.    Law Between the Parties. This Facilities Lease shall constitute the law 

between   the Parties, and if any provision of this Ground Lease is in conflict with the provisions 

of “Title IX – Of Lease” of the Louisiana Civil Code, the provisions of this Facilities Lease shall 

control. 

Section 29. Notices. All notices, filings, and other communications (“Notice”) shall be in 

writing and shall be sufficiently given and served upon the other parties if delivered by hand 

directly to the persons at the addresses set forth below, or shall be sent by first class mail, postage 

prepaid, addressed as follows: 
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The Corporation: Robert Clark, Chairman 

Black & Gold Facilities, Inc. 

P O Drawer 605 

Grambling, LA 71245  

   

The Board: Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana 

System Claiborne Building, Suite 7-300 

1201 North Third Street 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
Attention: Vice President of Business and Finance 
 

The University: Edwin Litolff  

Vice President for Finance 

Grambling State University 

    Long-Jones Hall 

403 South Main Street 

Long Jones Hall, Suite 219  

100 Founder Street 

Grambling, LA 71245 

P.O. Box 605  

Grambling, LA 71245 

 

 
  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned representatives have signed this Lease on 

behalf of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System and the Corporation on 

the ____ day of  February, 2023 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR 

THE UNIVERSITY OF 

LOUISIANA SYSTEM AND 

GRAMBLING STATE 

UNIVERSITY 

 

 

By:   

Richard J. Gallot, Jr., President 

Grambling State University  

Board Representative 

 

WITNESSES: 
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BLACK & GOLD FACILTIES, INC. 

 

 

By:    

ROBERT CLARK, CHAIRMAN 

 

WITNESSES: 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF LINCOLN 

 

BE IT KNOWN, that on this ___ day of _____, 2023, before me, the undersigned authority, 

duly commissioned, qualified and sworn within and for the State and Parish aforesaid, personally 

came and appeared: 

 

Richard J. Gallot, Jr.  

 

to me known to be the identical person who executed the above and foregoing instrument, who 

declared and acknowledged to me, Notary, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, 

that he is the duly appointed Board Representative of the Board of Supervisors for the University 

of Louisiana System (the “Board”), that the aforesaid instrument was signed by him, on this date, 

on behalf of the Board and that the above named person acknowledges said instrument to be the 

free act and deed of the Board. 

 

 

WITNESSES: 

 

Richard J. Gallot, Jr., President 

Grambling State University 

Board Representative  
 

 

 

 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Name:   

Notary ID #    

       My Commission expires: 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA  

PARISH OF LINCOLN 

 

BE IT KNOWN, that on this ___ day of _____, 2023, before me, the undersigned authority, 

duly commissioned, qualified and sworn within and for the State and Parish aforesaid, personally 

came and appeared: 

 

Robert Clark 

 

to me known to be the identical person who executed the above and foregoing instrument, who 

declared and acknowledged to me, Notary, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, 

that he is the duly appointed Representative of the Black & Gold Facilities, Inc. (the 

“Corporation”), that the aforesaid instrument was signed by him, on this date, on behalf of the 

Board and that the above named person acknowledges said instrument to be the free act and deed 

of the Board. 

 

 

WITNESSES: 

 

  Robert Clark, Chairman 

Black & Gold Facilities, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Name:    
Notary ID # _______ 
 My Commission expires: _______ 



 

EXHIBIT A 

LAND DESCRIPTION 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.2. Grambling State University’s request for approval to name the Recording Control 

Room in the Conrad Hutchinson Performing Arts Center the “Earl ‘E-40’ Stevens 
Recording Studio.”   

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval to name the Recording Control Room in the Conrad 
Hutchinson Performing Arts Center the “Earl ‘E-40’ Stevens Recording Studio.”   
 
 The University wishes to recognize the accomplishments, support, and generosity of  Mr. 
Earl “E-40” Stevens.  Mr. Stevens is a former student of Grambling State University and is now a 
multiplatinum recording artist, actor, and entrepreneur.  The updated recording control room will 
be pivotal in the success of the new Sound Recording Technology concentration.  Program students 
will be inspired by Mr. Stevens’ professional expertise, network, and success.  Additionally, Mr. 
Stevens is a strong ambassador for the University which he publicly portrays, to include featuring 
the university in his works, has provided significant financial contributions to support the music 
department.  This naming is for the useful life of the facility. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Grambling State University’s request for 
approval to name the Recording Control Room in the Conrad Hutchinson Performing Arts Center 
the “Earl ‘E-40’ Stevens Recording Studio.”   



Office of the President 

February 2, 2023 

Dr. James Henderson 

President 

University of Louisiana 

1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Dear Dr. Henderson: 

Grambling State University hereby requests Board approval to name the Recording Control Room 

in the Conrad Hutchinson Performing Arts Center the Earl “E-40” Stevens Recording Studio. 

The University wishes to recognize the professional accomplishments and financial support of Mr. 

Earl Stevens.  Mr. Stevens is a former Grambling State University student and is a multi-platinum
recording artist, actor, and entrepreneur.  

Over the course of his 30+ year career in the music industry, Mr. Stevens has firmly solidified his 

status as a living hip-hop legend, having released several multi-platinum and gold studio albums,

mixtapes, collaborations and hit singles.  As a solo artist, Mr. Stevens holds the record for most solo 

album entries on the Billboard 200 charts by a hip-hop artist. As an actor, he has shined in select 

roles, most notably starring alongside Jamie Foxx in “The Jamie Foxx Show.” Mr. Stevens has 

provided significant financial investments to support Grambling State University’s Music

department and serves as a mentor for students aspiring careers in recording engineering. He will 

also be instrumental in the growth of the Sound Recording Technology program concentration. 

Please place this item on the agenda for the February 23, 2023, meeting of the Board of Supervisors. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Gallot, Jr., JD 

President 

P. O. Drawer 607 • 403 Main Street • Grambling, LA 71245 • Office: 318-274-6117 • FAX: 318-274-6172 • www.gram.edu 

A Constituent Member of the University of Louisiana System •Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

An Equal Opportunity Employer and Educator • Facilities Accessible to the Disabled 

I.2.

http://www.gram.edu/


Grambling State University 

Conrad Hutchinson Performing Arts Center 

Recording Control Room 
 
 

 
 

 
 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.3. McNeese State University’s request for approval to name the small conference 

room in the Business Conference Center the “Candace Townsend Conference 
Room.”   

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval to name the small conference room in the Business 
Conference Center the “Candace Townsend Conference Room” for her unfailing dedication to 
McNeese State University for over thirty years of service. 
 

During her time at McNeese, Ms. Townsend has been instrumental in helping the university 
prepare for, navigate, and recover from three major hurricanes, numerous weather events, and a 
pandemic.  Her wisdom and public relations expertise have been of great value to three university 
presidents in addition to her colleagues campus wide. 
 

Naming this conference room in her honor would be a meaningful way to commemorate 
her contributions to McNeese and give her a lasting presence on campus.  In addition to the 
countless press conferences and university events Ms. Townsend has conducted in the Business 
Conference Center over the years to help build awareness of the people and achievements that 
make this university great, she also has served as the venue coordinator for the facility, helping 
academic and support units across campus and leaders throughout the community host their 
important events on campus.  
 

Over the course of her extensive career at McNeese, through her dedicated service, 
Candace Townsend has exemplified the university motto, Excellence With a Personal Touch.  This 
naming is for the useful life of the facility. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves McNeese State University’s request for approval 
to name the small conference room in the Business Conference Center the “Candace Townsend 
Conference Room.” 
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February L,2023

Dr. James B. Henderson
University of Louisiana System
1201 North Third Street
Suite 7-300
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Dr. Henderson,

I request approval to name the small conference room in the Business Conference Center the "Candace
Townsend Conference Room" for her unfailing dedication to McNeese State University for over thirty
years of service.

During her time at McNeese, Ms. Townsend has been instrumental in helping the university prepare for,
navigate, and recover from three major hurricanes, numerous weather events and a pandemic. Her
wisdom and public relations expertise have been of great value to three university presidents in addition
to her colleagues campus wide.

Naming this conference room in her honor would be a meaningful way to commemorate her
contributions to McNeese and give her a lasting presence on campus. ln addition to the countless press
conferences and university events Ms. Townsend has conducted in the Business Conference Center over
the years to help build awareness of the people and achievements that make this university great, she
also has served as the venue coordinator for the facility, helping academic and support units across
campus and leaders throughout the community host their important events here on campus.

Thank you for your consideration of this request to honor Ms. Townsend.

Sincerely,

Dr. DarylV.
President

rckel

Box 93300, LAKE CHARLES, LA 70609 | 4205 RYAN ST., LAKE CHARTTS, LA 70605
BURTON BUSINESS CENTER, ROOM 444 | 337 475 5556 | WWW.MCNEESE.EDU
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MCNEESE
STATE UNTVERSITY

Office of Marketing and Communications
150 Joe Dumars Drive
lake Charles, Ir. 70605

December 16,2022

Dr. Burckel,

We are seeking your approval to honor Candace Townsend for her unfailing dedication to
McNeese State University for over thirty years of service by naming the small conference room

inside the Business Conference Center the "Candace Townsend Conference Room."

During her time at McNeese, Ms. Townsend has been instrumental in helping the university
prepare for, navigate, and recover from three major hurricanes, numerous weather events and

a pandemic. Her wisdom and public relations expertise have been of great value to three
university presidents in addition to her colleagues campus wide.

Naming this conference room in her honor would be a meaningful way to commemorate her

contributions to McNeese and give her a lasting presence on campus. ln addition to the
countless press conferences and university events Ms. Townsend has conducted in the Business

Conference Center over the years to help build awareness of the people and achievements that
make this university great, she also has served as the venue coordinator for the facility, helping

academic and support units across campus and leaders throughout the community host their
important events here on campus.

With your approval, we would like for this request to be submitted to the University of
Louisiana System Board of Supervisors for approval.

Respectfully, ED

Daryl V. Burckel, Prosid€nt

ny Ka ng and Communications Office, and McNeese State University

Dr. Toby Osburn Date:
nd the

.3.

Box glS32, Lake Charles, tAT0609 l www.mcneese.edu/marcom l marketinq@mcneese.edu l 337-475.5635



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.4. Nicholls State University’s request for approval to name two rooms in Ellender 

Memorial Library and one room in Picciola Hall.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Ellender Memorial Library 
Room 149B – “Deanna Hickman Falcon Computer Lab and Lounge”  
 

The University wishes to recognize the long-time support and generosity the Falcon Family 
has contributed to the Nicholls State University Athletics Department.  Dr. Carroll Falcon and 
Anna Falcon Arthurs have committed to the long-term success of the Department of Athletics at 
Nicholls and have pledged to contribute $20,000 for naming rights to the space.  The computer lab 
and lounge are used for the student-athlete study hall for all 350 student-athletes.  The space is 
fixed with 50 computers and desks, three lounge sectionals, and two multipurpose tables. 
Donations from the Falcon Family in support of the Department of Athletics were cited by the 
University’s accrediting agency as positive impacts to the program. This naming is for 15 years. 
 
Ellender Memorial Library 
Room 150 – “REV Communications Academic Classroom” 
 

The University wishes to recognize the long-time support and generosity REV 
Communications has contributed to the Nicholls State University Athletics Department.  REV 
Communications has committed to the long-term success of the Department of Athletics at 
Nicholls and pledged to contribute $20,000 for naming rights to the space.  The academic 
classroom is used for the student-athlete study hall for all 350 student-athletes.  The space is affixed 
with 10 computers and desks, multipurpose tables, and whiteboards.  The space is frequently used 
for mental-health and life-skills events and programming with student-athletes.  Donations from 
REV Communications in support of the Department of Athletics were cited by the University’s 
accrediting agency as positive impacts to the program. This naming is for 15 years. 
 
152 Picciola Hall 
Conference Room – “Richard ‘Dickey’ Barker, III Conference Room” 
 

Mr. Barker is an alumnus of Nicholls State University, a long tenured member of the 
Nicholls State University Foundation, and a very loyal and generous supporter of Nicholls State 
University.  Nicholls State University is very fortunate to have the association with the Barker 
Family for their support and efforts to secure financial assistance with many University endeavors. 
This naming is for the useful life of the facility. 
 



Executive Summary 
February 23, 2023 
Page 2 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Nicholls State University’s request for approval 
to name Room 149B in the Ellender Memorial Library the “Deanna Hickman Falcon Computer 
Lab and Lounge,” Room 150 in the Ellender Memorial Library the “REV Communications 
Academic Classroom,” and Conference Room located in 152 Picciola Hall the “Richard ‘Dickey’ 
Barker, III Conference Room.” 



Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

February 1, 2023  Via Electronic Transmittal Only 

Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Dear Dr. Henderson: 

Nicholls State University requests consideration and approval of the following to be placed on the agenda 
for the February 23, 2023 meeting of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System: 

Name the Computer Lab & Lounge in Ellender Memorial Library:  
“Deanna Hickman Falcon Computer Lab & Lounge”. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Clune, PhD 
President 

JC/apf 
Enclosures 
c:   Dr. Sue Westbrook, Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs 
      Mr. Terry Braud, Vice President for Finance & Administration 
      Mr. Jonathan Terrell, Athletic Director 
      Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President for Student Affairs  
      Dr. Todd Keller, Vice Provost 
      Mr. Steven Kenney, Assistant Vice President for Human Resources, CDIO & Title IX Coordinator 
      Ms. Paulette Mayon, Internal Auditor 
      Ms. Claire Bourgeois, Faculty Senate President 
      Ms. Renee Hicks, Assistant Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness Access & Success  
      Ms. Monique Crochet, Executive Director of External & Alumni Affairs 

A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
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Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

 
 
 
 

February 1, 2023                Via Electronic Transmittal Only        
 
 
Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802  
 
RE:      Naming rights for Computer Lab & Lounge 
            in Ellender Memorial Library 

 
Dear Dr. Henderson:  

 
Nicholls State University hereby requests approval to name the Computer Lab and Lounge in 
the Ellender Memorial Library: 

 
“Deanna Hickman Falcon Computer Lab and Lounge”. 

The University wishes to recognize the long-time support and generosity the Falcon Family 
has contributed to the Nicholls State University Athletics Department.  Carroll Falcon and 
Anna Falcon Arthurs have committed to the long-term success of the Department of Athletics 
at Nicholls and have pledged to contribute $20,000 for naming rights to the space.  The 
computer lab and lounge are used for the student-athlete study hall for all 350 student-athletes. 
The space is fixed with 50 computers and desks, three lounge sectionals, and two multipurpose 
tables. Donations from the Falcon Family in support of the Department of Athletics were cited 
by our accrediting agency as positive impacts to the program.  
 
Therefore, I respectfully request that you and the University of Louisiana System Board of 
Supervisors approve this request and grant the University the authority to name the Computer 
Lab and Lounge in the Ellender Memorial Library the “Deanna Hickman Falcon Computer 
Lab and Lounge.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jay Clune, PhD 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
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Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

 
 
 
 
 
February 1, 2023                  Via Electronic Transmittal Only  
 
 
Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 
Dear Dr. Henderson: 
 
Nicholls State University requests consideration and approval of the following to be placed on the agenda 
for the February 23, 2023 meeting of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System: 
 

Name the Academic Classroom in Ellender Memorial Library:  
“REV Communications Academic Classroom”. 

 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jay Clune, PhD 
President 
 
 
JC/apf 
Enclosures 
c:   Dr. Sue Westbrook, Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs 
      Mr. Terry Braud, Vice President for Finance & Administration 
      Mr. Jonathan Terrell, Athletic Director 
      Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President for Student Affairs  
      Dr. Todd Keller, Vice Provost 
      Mr. Steven Kenney, Assistant Vice President for Human Resources, CDIO & Title IX Coordinator 
      Ms. Paulette Mayon, Internal Auditor 
      Ms. Claire Bourgeois, Faculty Senate President 
      Ms. Renee Hicks, Assistant Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness Access & Success  
      Ms. Monique Crochet, Executive Director of External & Alumni Affairs 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 



 

Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

 
 

February 23, 2023                    Via Electronic Transmittal Only 
 

 
Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802  
 
RE: Naming rights for the “REV Communications Academic Classroom” 
        in the Ellender Memorial Library 

 
Dear Dr. Henderson: 

 
Nicholls State University hereby requests approval to name the Academic Classroom in the 
Ellender Memorial Library: 

 
“REV Communications Academic Classroom” 

 
The University wishes to recognize the long-time support and generosity REV 
Communications has contributed to the Nicholls State University Athletics Department.  REV 
Communications has committed to the long-term success of the Department of Athletics at 
Nicholls and pledged to contribute $20,000 for naming rights to the space.  The academic 
classroom is used for student-athlete study hall for all 350 student-athletes. The space is affixed 
with 10 computers and desks, multipurpose tables, and whiteboards. The space is frequently 
used for mental-health and life-skills events and programming with student-athletes. Donations 
from REV Communications in support of the Department of Athletics were cited by our 
accrediting agency as positive impacts to the program.  
 
Therefore, I respectfully request that you and the University of Louisiana System Board of 
Supervisors approve this request and grant the University the authority to name the Academic 
Classroom in the Ellender Memorial Library the “REV Communications Academic 
Classroom”. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jay Clune, PhD 
President 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 



 
 
 

Executive Summary Attachment A  
                                              

 
 
 

 



 

Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

 
 
 
 
February 1, 2023                  Via Electronic Transmittal Only  
 
 
Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 
Dear Dr. Henderson: 
 
Nicholls State University requests consideration and approval of the following to be placed on the agenda 
for the February 23, 2023 meeting of the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System: 
 

Name the President’s Conference Room in Picciola Hall:   
“Richard “Dickey” Barker, III Conference Room”. 

 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jay Clune, PhD 
President 
 
 
JC/apf 
Enclosures 
c:   Dr. Sue Westbrook, Provost/Vice President for Academic Affairs 
      Mr. Terry Braud, Vice President for Finance & Administration 
      Mr. Jonathan Terrell, Athletic Director 
      Dr. Michele Caruso, Vice President for Student Affairs  
      Dr. Todd Keller, Vice Provost 
      Mr. Steven Kenney, Assistant Vice President for Human Resources, CDIO & Title IX Coordinator 
      Ms. Paulette Mayon, Internal Auditor 
      Ms. Claire Bourgeois, Faculty Senate President 
      Ms. Renee Hicks, Assistant Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness Access & Success  
      Ms. Monique Crochet, Executive Director of External & Alumni Affairs 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 



 

Nicholls State University 

Office of the President 
P.O.  Box 2001 | Thibodaux, LA 70310 | 985.448.4003 | 985.448.4920 [F] 

 
 
 

February 23, 2023           Via Electronic Transmittal Only 
 

 
Dr. Jim Henderson 
University of Louisiana System President 
1201 North Third Street, Suite 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802  
 
RE: Naming rights for the President’s Conference Room in Picciola Hall 

 
Dear Dr. Henderson: 

 
Nicholls State University hereby requests approval to name the President’s Conference Room 
in Picciola Hall: 

 
Richard “Dickey” Barker, III Conference Room 

 
The University wishes to recognize the long-time support of Richard “Dickey” Barker, III. 
Mr. Barker is an alumnus of Nicholls State University, a long-tenured member of the Nicholls 
State University Foundation, and a very loyal and generous supporter of Nicholls State 
University.   Nicholls State University is very fortunate to have the association with the Barker 
family for their support and efforts to secure financial assistance with many University 
endeavors. 
 
Therefore, I respectfully request that you and the University of Louisiana System Board of 
Supervisors approve this request and grant the University the authority to name the President’s 
Conference Room in Picciola Hall the Richard “Dickey” Barker, III Conference Room. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jay Clune, PhD 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.5. Northwestern State University’s request for approval to name the Center for 

Inclusion and Diversity the “Gail Jones Center for Inclusion and Diversity.” 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Northwestern State University wishes to name the Center for Inclusion and Diversity at 
Northwestern State University the “Gail Jones Center for Inclusion and Diversity.” 
 

Mrs. Gail Jones has a long history of public service in education, non-profit organizations, 
and law enforcement.  She served 15 years at NSU as an admissions counselor, recruiter and 
director of TRIO Student Support Services, Freshman Connection, and New Student Programs.  
After her service to NSU, Mrs. Jones was named chief professional officer of the Boys and Girls 
Club of Natchitoches, obtaining more than $1 million in funding from local, state, and regional 
agencies and foundations to establish and enhance programming for local youth and families.  
 

Gail Jones also provided long-time service to the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office as a 
grant writer, community outreach coordinator, and chief of the Community Services Division. 
During her tenure, the Division was successful in targeting the needs of youth and families through 
programs that helped the people of Natchitoches Parish. 
 

Mrs. Jones has served on numerous local, state, and regional boards and committees 
including the Natchitoches Chamber of Commerce, Children and Youth Planning Board, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, St. Augustine Historical Society, and Association for 
Preservation of Historic Natchitoches. She also serves as an emeritus member of the NSU Alumni 
Association Board of Directors and was recently inducted into NSU’s Long Purple Line Hall of 
Distinction.  The naming is for the useful life of the facility. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted:  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Northwestern State University’s request for 
approval to name the Center for Inclusion and Diversity the “Gail Jones Center for Inclusion and 
Diversity.” 



February 1, 2023 

Dr. Jim Henderson, President  
University of Louisiana System  
1201 North Third Street, 7-300 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802  

Re:  Request to Name Center for Inclusion and Diversity the “Gail Jones Center for Inclusion 
and Diversity” 

Dear Dr. Henderson: 

Northwestern State University is submitting a Request to Name Center for Inclusion and 
Diversity the “Gail Jones Center for Inclusion and Diversity” to be placed on the agenda for 
approval at the February 2023 Board meeting.  

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Marcus Jones 
President  

Attachment 

I.5.



 

 
 
 
February 1, 2023 
 
  
 
Dr. Jim Henderson, President  
University of Louisiana System  
1201 North Third Street, 7-300  
Baton Rouge, LA 70802  
 

Dear Dr. Henderson: 

Northwestern State University is hereby requesting approval to name the Center for Inclusion 
and Diversity at Northwestern State University the Gail Jones Center for Inclusion and Diversity. 

Mrs. Jones has a long history of public service in education, non-profit organizations and law 
enforcement. After earning a bachelor’s degree in sociology from NSU and a master’s degree in 
student personnel services, Jones served 15 years at NSU as an admissions counselor, recruiter 
and director of TRIO Student Support Services, Freshman Connection and New Student 
Programs. 

In 1998, Jones was named chief professional officer of the Boys and Girls Club of Natchitoches, 
obtaining more than $1 million in funding from local, state, and regional agencies and 
foundations to establish and enhance programming for local youth and families. In 2000, she 
was named J. Richard Ullom Rookie of the Year for Professional Excellence by the Boys and Girls 
of America at the Regional Conference. She has served on numerous local, state, and regional 
boards and committees. 

In 2005, Jones accepted a position with Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office as a grant writer 
and community outreach coordinator. Her hard work and dedication resulted in the 
establishment of a Community Services Division to which she was named division chief. During 
her tenure, the Division was successful in targeting the needs of youth and families through 
programs that helped the people of Natchitoches Parish. 

Jones exemplary record of community involvement includes service with the Natchitoches 
Chamber of Commerce, Children and Youth Planning Board, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, St. Augustine Historical Society and Association for Preservation of Historic 
Natchitoches. Jones also serves as an emeritus member of the NSU Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and was recently inducted into NSU’s Long Purple Line Hall of Distinction.  



The Center for Inclusion and Diversity was established to promote an inclusive campus 
environment that fosters success and meaningful participation for all students, faculty and 
staff.  

Northwestern State University’s Facilities Naming Committee has unanimously approved the 
proposal to name the center in honor of Gail Jones, and respectfully requests approval by the 
ULS Board of Supervisors. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and please let me know if you need additional 
information related to the proposed naming of this facility. 

Sincerely,   

 

Dr. Marcus Jones 
President 

 

 

 

 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.6. Southeastern Louisiana University’s request for approval to name office number 

90 in Garrett Hall the “Joseph ‘Chief’ Piediscalzo Multimedia & Distance 
Learning Studio.” 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting to name office number 90 in Garrett Hall the “Joseph ‘Chief’ 
Piediscalzo Multimedia & Distance Learning Studio.” 
 

Joseph Piediscalzo served as a custodian at Southeastern for 18 years, beginning in 1964.  
His grandchildren, many of whom are Southeastern alums, led by 2022 College of Business Alum 
of the Year Don Monistere, have donated $10,000 to support a recording and podcasting studio 
for students and faculty.  This donation is providing a needed resource in the college while also 
recognizing the impact of Mr. Piediscalzo.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves Southeastern Louisiana University’s request for 
approval to name office number 90 in Garrett Hall the “Joseph ‘Chief’ Piediscalzo Multimedia & 
Distance Learning Studio.” 



I.6.



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.7. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to demolish five 

buildings on University properties that have been damaged beyond repair by 
hurricanes and have exceeded their useful lifespan.  

    
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting Board approval to demolish five facilities and buildings due 
to the damage being worth more than the value of the facility, they no longer serve a useful 
purpose, and to make room for future development of academic buildings.  The buildings are listed 
as follows: 
 

1. Greenhouse I behind Billeaud – Main Campus (1958) 
2. Greenhouse II behind Billeaud – Main Campus (1993) 
3. Snack Hut Lewis St. – Main Campus (2015) 
4. Cade Solar House – Cade Farm (1980) 
5. NIRC Building 33 – New Iberia Research Center (1978) 

 
Please refer to the attached summary and photos describing and depicting the buildings. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request to 
demolish Greenhouse I and Greenhouse II behind Billeaud Hall, the Snack Hut, Cade Solar House, 
and NIRC Building 33. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette and his or her designee are hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all 
documents associated with said demolitions. 
 

AND FURTHER, that University of Louisiana at Lafayette will provide System office with 
copies of approvals and recovery activities. 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM 

 
FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
February 23, 2023 

 
 
Item I.8. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to enter a Building 

Lease with Ragin’ Cajun Facilities, Inc. (RCFI) for a portion of the building located 
at 501 West St. Mary Boulevard, Lafayette, LA 70506 for renovation for use by the 
University’s Nursing Program, which shall terminate upon completion of 
construction, as authorized by La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University intends to renovate the fourth floor of the building located at 501 West St. 
Mary Boulevard, Lafayette, LA 70506, for use by the University’s Nursing Program (the 
“Facilities”).  The renovation will encompass approximately 21,000 square feet of new/renovated 
facilities including, but not limited to, a new floor plan to make the space suitable for the 
University’s Nursing Program.  The Building Lease with RCFI is authorized by La. R.S. 17:3361, 
et seq., and it would commence on the date it is fully executed and terminate upon completion of 
construction of the Facilities.  RCFI would own the Facilities until completion thereof and, upon 
termination of the Building Lease, the University would acquire ownership of the Facilities.  The 
total cost of the project is estimated to be $600,000-$800,000.  The Facilities are projected to be 
completed in August 2023.  The project will be funded from pledges received by the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette Foundation.   
 

The University seeks approval to enter into the referenced Building Lease with RCFI for 
$1 per year and construction by RCFI of the Facilities thereon. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is requested that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for 
approval to enter into a Building Lease to RCFI to provide the site for construction of the Facilities 
by RCFI, which shall terminate upon completion of construction. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that University of Louisiana at Lafayette shall obtain 
final review from UL System staff and legal counsel, and shall secure all appropriate approvals 
from agencies/parties, of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to 
execution of documents. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette or his or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all 
documents associated with said Building Lease by the University of Louisiana System on behalf of 
and for the use of University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
 

AND FURTHER, that University of Louisiana at Lafayette will provide the System office 
with copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 
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Item I.9. University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval to enter a Lease with 

Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center, Inc. (OLOL) of a portion of the 
building located at 406 Dunreath Street, Lafayette, Louisiana, currently occupied 
by OLOL, for the sole purpose of housing its outpatient rehabilitation center, as 
authorized by La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Board previously approved the acquisition of the OLOL property on February 17, 
2022.  The transaction is expected to close on February 28, 2023.  As part of the transaction, OLOL 
is requesting to continue operating its outpatient rehabilitation facility in the building located at 
406 Dunreath Street, Lafayette, for a period of no more than two years so a new location for the 
center can be identified.  The Lease will commence soon after the closing of the acquisition of the 
OLOL property and will term out in within two years. 
 

The University seeks approval to enter into the referenced Lease with OLOL for $7,601 
per month; this value was determined by The Appraisal Group of LA, located in Lafayette. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is requested that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for 
approval to enter a Lease with Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center, Inc. (OLOL) of a 
portion of the building located at 406 Dunreath Street, Lafayette, Louisiana, currently occupied 
by OLOL, for the sole purpose of housing its outpatient rehabilitation center, as authorized by La. 
R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that University of Louisiana at Lafayette shall obtain 
final review from UL System staff and legal counsel and shall secure all appropriate approvals 
from agencies/parties, of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to 
execution of documents. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette or his or her designee is hereby authorized and directed to execute any and all documents 
associated with said Lease by the University of Louisiana System on behalf of and for the use of 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
 
 AND FURTHER, that University of Louisiana at Lafayette will provide the System office 
with copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 
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Item I.10.  University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request for approval of four philanthropic 

naming opportunities on campus. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The collaboration arena at the Louisiana Entrepreneurship & Economic Development 
(LEED) at the LITE Center – “SCP Health Collaboration Arena” 
 

SCP Health is a leader in clinical practice management and was founded based on a vision 
of delivering better patient outcomes.  Schumacher Clinical Partners, Hospital Physician Partners, 
and ECI Healthcare Partners came together to combine strengths and expand national reach as one 
of the largest healthcare partners in the country.  SCP Health continues to live the aim of its founder, 
William “Kip” Schumacher, MD.  With 50 years of collective experience, SCP Health’s solutions 
span the continuum of care, aligning clinical and operational experts to revitalize healthcare. 
 

Overseen by the B.I. Moody III College of Business Administration, the center serves the 
entire state of Louisiana providing technical assistance and support to businesses and economic 
development agencies, entrepreneurs (students, faculty, and within communities), rural and 
underserved minority populations that are not connected to economic development resources, and 
regional commercialization efforts.  
 

As loyal donors and partners of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette since 2004, SCP 
Health continues its support and has donated gently used office furniture, valued at $101.959.86. 
The furniture is to be installed in the collaboration arena, a space with atrium style seating and 
intended to be used for entrepreneur pitch competitions, guest speakers, and other community-
oriented presentations.  In recognition for their gift-in-kind, the philanthropic naming will be for 
four years. 
 
The J. Arthur Roy House outdoor garden area, honoring the life and legacy of Betty Angers 
Fleming – “In Memory of Betty Angers Fleming (1926-2021)” 
 

Betty Angers Fleming was born in New Iberia in 1926. She grew up near Mount Carmel 
Academy for girls and attended there through high school.  She subsequently attended and graduated 
from the Southwestern Louisiana Institute of Liberal and Technical Learning (SLI, now UL 
Lafayette) where she studied elementary education. 
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Outside of the home, Betty was a lifelong supporter of the arts and humanities, especially 
in St. Mary, Iberia, and Lafayette Parishes.  She was the first president of the Friends of the 
Humanities, a thriving philanthropic organization that supports initiatives within the College of 
Liberal Arts and the College of the Arts at UL Lafayette.  She also played a large role in the 
restoration and beautification of several Acadiana landmarks, especially New Iberia’s Shadows on 
the Têche and Franklin’s Grevemberg House Museum, where she was involved in organizing the 
annual Victorian Christmas celebration, among other initiatives. 
 

Mrs. Fleming was a university alumnae and proud partner of the arts and humanities. As 
such, her family has gifted $25,000 benefiting the J. Arthur Roy House beautification campaign. 
The philanthropic naming will be for the useful life of the outdoor space. 
 
The President’s parking lot at Cajun Field – “Gulf Coast Bank President’s Parking Lot” 
 

On February 1, 1971, Gulf Coast Bank, originally located out of a small trailer on the 
location of the current main office in Abbeville, Louisiana, opened its doors for the first time.  
There were only three employees at the time, Richard Dubois, Ruby Bertrand, and the founder of 
the business, Charles A. Patout.  Charles Patout recognized the underserved market in Vermilion 
Parish and made it his mission to open a new bank.  Mr. Patout passed away in 1999, leaving a 
legacy of hard work and service behind him.  His son, Paul Patout, joined the company in 1980 
and currently serves as Chief Executive Officer and President of Gulf Coast Bank.  Another son 
of Charles Patout, Patrick “Pat” Patout, joined the company in 1982 and currently serves as 
Chairman of the Board. 
 

Gulf Coast Bank celebrated its 50th anniversary in February 2021.  The organization is also 
active within the Acadiana community supporting a variety of organizations through sponsorships, 
fundraisers, and events.  Gulf Coast Bank is a proud and longstanding supporter of UL Lafayette 
and has participated in events such as Paint the Town Red, B.I. Moody III College of Business 
Administration seminars, Ragin’ Cajuns Athletic Foundation (RCAF) bus tours, career fairs through 
Career Services, and more.  Today Gulf Coast Bank has nine locations throughout Acadiana and 
employs over 120 people. 
 

Gulf Coast Bank has been a loyal donor since 1995, contributing over $1.1 million in 
support of the University and Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics.  Their $334,000 pledge commitment, part 
of a total philanthropic commitment and support of $718,000 to the RCAF, benefits the RCAF 
Football capital campaign for Cajun Field.  The philanthropic naming is for a period of 10 years. 
 
The Earl K. Long Gymnasium upstairs lounge – “Cliff and Aimee Guidry Family Lounge” 
 

Clifton and Aimee Guidry are friends and supporters of UL Lafayette and the Ragin’ 
Cajuns Athletic Foundation (RCAF).  Clifton is the founder and manager of Guidry Land 
Development, LLC.  He has been involved in the development, construction, renovation, 
ownership, and management of real estate holdings throughout multiple states including Louisiana, 
Alabama, Texas, and Florida for over 23 years.  
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Together Cliff and Aimee’s gifts-in-kind are intended to support current and future UL 
Lafayette volleyball teams.  The Guidry Family wanted to improve the E.K. Long Gym 
environment to ensure fans, coaches, and players enjoy a newly renovated and modern space.  
Their efforts were a way to express gratitude to the community and the University and show 
appreciation for those who support the mission of good work and leadership. 
 

The Donors generously donated time, labor, materials, and supplies to renovate the locker 
room, bathrooms, and upstairs area (lounge, video room, staff offices, and team meeting spaces). 
Their philanthropic gift of service, valued at $236,974, enabled Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics to 
complete the renovation campaign for the Earl K. Long Gymnasium.  In recognition of their gift, 
the philanthropic naming is for the useful life of the facility.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s request to 
name the following: collaboration arena at the Louisiana Entrepreneurship & Economic 
Development (LEED) at the LITE Center, “SCP Health Collaboration Arena,” J. Arthur Roy 
House outdoor garden area, “In Memory of Betty Angers Fleming (1926-2021),” Cajun Field 
President’s parking lot, “Gulf Coast Bank President’s Parking Lot,” and Earl K. Long 
Gymnasium upstairs lounge, “Cliff and Aimee Guidry Family Lounge.” 
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Item I.11. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to enter into a Grounds 

and Facilities Lease Agreement with ULM Facilities, Inc. to construct a new short 
game practice area at the Wally Jones Golf Complex, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3361, 
et seq. 

  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval to enter into a Grounds and Facilities Lease 
Agreement with ULM Facilities, Inc. (ULMFI) to construct a new short game practice area at the 
Wally Jones Golf Complex.  The University will lease the land, as defined in the attached boundary 
survey, to ULMFI.  The property is located at 400 Warhawk Way, Monroe, Louisiana 71209.  This 
land and facilities will be leased to ULMFI for $1.00 per year.   
 
 This project will consist of new turf chipping greens, a turf putting green, five new turf tee 
boxes, and eight wedge control targets.  This will include 10,500 square feet of artificial turf 
putting and chipping areas.  All new areas will be made of artificial turf and reduce mowing and 
maintenance in this area.   
 

ULMFI anticipates total funding available for the project will be approximately $150,000.  
This will include all construction, design, testing/surveying, and contingency funding.  The 
University will not incur any debt as a result of this project.  The University’s land/property will 
not be used as security for this project.  This project will be funded by private donations.  At the 
completion of the project, the short game practice area and all improvements will be donated to 
the University from ULMFI. 
 

The Grounds and Facilities Lease Agreement will expire when a substantial completion 
document is signed and all construction is completed. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is requested that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for 
approval to enter into a Grounds Lease Agreement with ULM Facilities, Inc. to construct a new 
golf short game practice area, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 



Executive Summary 
February 23, 2023 
Page 2 
 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that University of Louisiana at Monroe shall obtain final 
review from UL System staff, legal counsel, and shall secure all other appropriate approvals from 
agencies/parties of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to execution of 
documents. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of University of Louisiana at Monroe 
or his or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all documents 
associated with said lease by the University of Louisiana System on behalf of and for the use of 
University of Louisiana at Monroe. 
 
 AND FURTHER, that University of Louisiana at Monroe will provide the System office 
with copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 
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Item I.12. University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for approval to enter into a Grounds 

and Facilities Lease Agreement with ULM Facilities, Inc. to replace the artificial 
turf on the football field at Malone Stadium, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 

  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University is requesting approval to enter into a Grounds and Facilities Lease 
Agreement with ULM Facilities, Inc. (ULMFI) to replace the artificial turf with new turf on the 
football field at Malone Stadium.  The University will lease the field, located at 308 Warhawk 
Way, Monroe, Louisiana 71209, to ULMFI.  This land and facilities will be leased to ULMFI for 
$1.00 per year.   
 
 This project will replace the existing artificial turf system with a new turf playing surface.  
The current surface is 10 years old and past its useful life.  The new system will provide a safer 
playing system.  The safety of players was a concern this past fall as the field began to fail and tear 
in many places.  The sub-surface drainage will be verified for correctness and will be looked at to 
ensure the field drains properly with the new artificial turf.  
 

ULMFI anticipates total funding available for the project will be approximately $700,000.  
This will include all construction, design, testing/surveying, and contingency funding.  The 
University will not incur any debt as a result of this project.  The University’s land/property will 
not be used as security for this project.  This project will be funded by private donations.  At the 
completion of the project, the artificial turf will be donated to the University from ULMFI. 
 

The Grounds and Facilities Lease Agreement will expire when a substantial completion 
document is signed and all construction is completed. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is requested that the following resolution be adopted: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves University of Louisiana at Monroe’s request for 
approval to enter into a Grounds Lease Agreement with ULM Facilities, Inc. to replace the 
artificial turf at Malone Stadium, pursuant to La. R.S. 17:3361, et seq. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that University of Louisiana at Monroe shall obtain final 
review from UL System staff, legal counsel, and shall secure all other appropriate approvals from 
agencies/parties of processes, documents, and administrative requirements prior to execution of 
documents. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of University of Louisiana at Monroe 
or his or her designee is hereby designated and authorized to execute any and all documents 
associated with said lease by the University of Louisiana System on behalf of and for the use of 
University of Louisiana at Monroe. 
 
 AND FURTHER, that University of Louisiana at Monroe will provide the System office 
with copies of all final executed documents for Board files. 
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Item I.13. University of New Orleans’ request for approval to dedicate the College of 

Sciences building as the “Ehret-Curry College of Sciences Building.” 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of New Orleans requests that the College of Sciences building located on 
the University campus be dedicated as “Ehret-Curry College of Sciences Building” in recognition 
of her significant charitable contributions to the University and the State of Louisiana religious 
organizations, and for her work as environmental scientist and historian of Jefferson Parish.  This 
request supersedes the previously approved dedication of December 6, 2022.  Ehret was Mary 
Grace Curry’s mother’s maiden name. 
 

The posthumous contribution of Mary Grace Curry will be instrumental in the 
establishment of multiple Louisiana Board of Regents Support Fund endowments at the University 
of New Orleans supporting Mary Grace Curry Endowed First Generation Scholarships in the 
College of Sciences.  These endowed scholarships will help transform the lives of multiple students 
over many years by helping them achieve their goal of being the first in the family to earn a college 
degree.  
 

Mary Grace Curry earned a Bachelor of Science degree in biology in 1969 and a Master of 
Science in biology in 1971.  She earned her PhD in botany from Louisiana State University in 
1973.  Professionally, Dr. Curry was a long-time employee of Jefferson Parish where she served 
as an environmental impact officer.  As a volunteer, she spent countless hours meticulously 
gathering, researching, and recording the history of Jefferson Parish. She was a member of 
numerous historical and genealogical societies.  
 

In 1993, Dr. Curry was named the College of Sciences Alumna of the Year and she served 
as the College’s representative on the University of New Orleans Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and numerous committees.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the following resolution be adopted: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the 
University of Louisiana System hereby approves the University of New Orleans’ request for 
approval to dedicate the College of Sciences building as the “Ehret-Curry College of Sciences 
Building.” 
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